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The materials in the two-volume set of ~ t ~ t e r r ~ ~ e d i c ~ t e  Ncpali 
Structure and Itztert~zediate Nepa!i Reader are designed to 
provide a comprzhensive packet of instructional materials to 
students who have completed a first-year course in basic 
Nepali. The two volumes are intended to be used in conjunction 
with each other so that students can attain fluency in the 
reading and writing of the language and at the same time be 
aware of  the pertinent grammatical constructions underlying 
what they reld. I n  our experience rnojt adult learners at this 
stage feel a need for some systematic discussion of the structural 
poillts involved in what they read and very often the explana- 
tions they get in the classroom are casual, spotty, and un- 
systematic. This set, thus, attempts to correct the situation 
fourld in most intermediate-level instructional materials which 
rely basically on reading passages with minimal vocabulary and 
grammatical notes. Each lesson in the Strlicture is accom- 
panied by pattern drills and exercises for intensive practice, and 
each lesson i n  the Reader is accomparlied by a glossary with the 
necessary structural and cultural explanations relevant to that 
lesson. I n  all these materials, Nepali words and constructions 
appear in the Devaniigari alphabet. A con~prehensive dictionary 
of the vocabulary used appears at the end of the Reader and is 
alphabetically arranged for easy look-up. To strengthen the 
usefulness of these volumes further, there are two sets of tapes. 
one to go with the lessons in the Strlrct~rre volume and the 
other to go with the lessons in the Reader volun~e. 

Many people have contributed to the preparation of these 
voluines. The U.S. Office of Education provided generous 
support for the whole operation. Professor Joseph Elder of the 
University of Wisconsin and Mrs. Julia Petrov of the Office of 



Education gave useful advice and suggestions on the overall for- 
mat. Mrs. Judith Dillon's assistance in overseeing the secre- 
tarial aspects of the operation was invaluable. The questions and 
comments on some aspects of the Structure volume which was 
partially used in my Structure of Nepali course were extremely 
helpful in  looking at the for~nulations and explanations from 
the student's point of view. We owe a special debt to Mr. 
Krishna Pradhan who very closely looked at  the materials, 
helped improve th- exercises, and aided in the preparatioil of 
the tapes. 

Manindra K. Verma 
Tara Nath Sharma 



Introduction 

This volume is made up of 20 lessons and is part of a com- 
prehensive course in intermediate Nepali. The main purpose 
of this volvme is to explain and illustrate the basic structures of 
Nepali grammar. This is accomplished through lessons which 
include different tense forms, postpositions, conditionals, com- 
paratives, and other structural elements. 

The first lesson in  this series is devoted specifically to guiding 
students in the writing and pronunciation of the Nepali language. 
The subsequent lessons are ordered in terms of increasing gram- 
matical complexity. Each lesson is accompanied by pattern 
drills and exercises for intensive practice both in and out of the 
classroom. 

An exhaustive illustration of all the forms of the verb 'khanu' 
(to eat) and 'hunu' (to be) is given as an appendix at the end of 
this volume. 

An extended set of pattern drills and exercises based on each 
lesson have been also put on tape for helping students gain 
proficiency in their use of the language. This set of tapes is 
labelled NE2-001 and can be obtained through the Labs for 
Recorded Instruction, University of Wisconsin, Madison, 
Wisconsin 53706. 

There is a companion volume, the ~~ztermediate Nepali 
Reader, which consists of a series of graded reading passages. It 
is recommerided that this volume should be used along with the 
Reader for this volume explains the grammatical structures used 
i n  the Reader, while the Reader provides practice in the use of 
these forms. 
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Lesson 1 

Some Helpful Hints Regarding Nepali Writing 
and Pronunciation 

Nepali uses the Devanagari system of writing which is very 
largely re*; There is a great degree of 'fit' between the 
spelling and the pronunciation of a word. However, there are 
Sanskritic words that retain their original Sanskrit spelling 
even when pronounced in the modem Nepali way. 

(The meaning given in parenthesis for each word in the 
examples is for convenience and may be only one of the many 
other possibilities.) 

A. (i) a in Sanskrit loan words is pronounced as q. 
ex. fazn (huge), mh (new), v s  (experience), 

(individual), (real), (thing), (grand), 
M (fasting), farr (education), B?T (heroic), etc. 

(ii) a is retained as in the pronunciation of only a few 
words like strnaT;i;'t (nausea), BRq (bored), m*(asur- 
name), er~/?rf? (on this side of the river), MW 
(heir), ar~flrnm (adjectival suffix indicating possession 
or agency), atFFf (surprised) and arTaT (concern). 

(iii) The initial s of (there) is pronounced as 3. 

The alternative spellings of these words are @ and @. 

(iv) m q a  (profession of pleader), gq;h (pleader in court) 
and W E  (great musician) are also written as 
aifmm, ~i;ta/*~'t;?n and m/i?mr and the initial 
sound is pronounced either as 3 or as a. 
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(v) The initial 9 of qT (near), afl (this life), srf79f~ (sur- 

rounding), 3f3 (type), 9q? (a surname) and mt 
(something/someone nearer) is pronounced as W) and 
these words can also be alternatively written as &, 
m, ~ i 7 ~ f 7 ,  atfkr, srfkr?, whTit. 

B. There is usually no dist inction maintained in the pronun- 

ciation of V, B and n. All of them in that case would be 
pronounced as q. 

ex. M (administration), q f ~  (exploitat ion), ird (year), 
m k  (peace), a m  v T q 7  (Pacific Ocean), igmc~ 
(good administration), sf yfqq'i (Shakespeare), etc. 

C. There is usually no distinctioi~ in the proi~unciation of 
short and long vowels. All of them are pronounced short. 

ex. k? (older sister), 9h (also), m;rf (water), a s  n (milk), 
7% (policy), U (father's sister), VR? (older brother's 

wife), nTa (mother-in-law), etc. 

D. The pronunciation of the word-final consonant : 

Whether or not the word-final consonant is pronounced with 
its inherent schwa is determined by certain principles. What 
is given below is an overall picture of the situation. There 

may be words that do not fall into any of 'the categories 
below but they are not numerous. In all those cases, the 
student should follow his instructor's advice and pronuncia- 
tion. 

I. In general, the final consonant in a word is pronounced 
without its inherent schwa. (The exceptions to this basic 
principle are formulated below .) 
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ex. ml (street), f ~ m  (book), 3 ~ 7  (Nepal), (India), 
(temple), TFl (Ram, a name), (mountain), 

(lotus), aTpr (interest), T3 (nail), (five), m m  
(the Ramayana, an epic), f@l7 (the Himalayas), 

(respect), (power), (pen), k (country), sm 
(reign), qq U (which), (which), W (this) t9FC/m (that). 

What follows describes the categories of words that do not 

obey the basic principle stated above. Some of them are 

phonologicall) determined, others are grammatically 
determined. 

(a) Words that end in a consonant cluster will retain the 

final schwa. 

ex. UlFI (devotee), (completes), (spring), d 
(does), 3m (easy-going), (Indra, the god of rain), 

(quiet), (war), 6 (toward), (time), & 
(the sound of fire produced by striking a match stick), 
W (fifteen), rr ( l '  (ending in consonant). 

(b) Words, generally disyllabic, that end in one of the 
liquid sounds s or P will retain the final schwa. 

ex. qs (victory), m (destruction), (danger), rTP 

(Maya, a name), q9 (tune), (horse), a9 (age), V7 

(hundred), nm (dissolution of the world), p (help), 
R W  (punishment), . v r f ~  (acting), qm (sir), 

(sir), qc (depth), (honey), (lake), (layer), 
(Shah, a surname), f ' q  (lion), (body), (doubt), 

(care), WqF (advice), sac (quarrel), 
(locust) . 
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A few words ending i n  7 and a (pronounced q) also 

show this tendency. 

ex. (invocation to God Shiva while bathing to 
wipe away sin), p9l7 (eleven), k (waste), fm (God 

Shiva), ";rB (world), ;rq (new). 

(a) As a general rule, verbal forms clearly indicate, by the 
use or absence of v, whether or nqt the final conso- 

nant is to be pronouilced with its schwa. 

(i) When the final ;r in a verb is the negative particle, 
it is pronounced with the schwa. 
ex. 9% (does not do), $1 (is not), $89 (does not 

happen), e* (is not), * (did not do), fqp;r (was 
not), F f h  (could not), WT-9 (was not eaten), 

(did not eat), M?;r (does not eat), ~ 2 ; r  (did not read), 
~ i s h  (does not read), qk?;r (is not read), 9f~q;r (was 
not read), ag;r (did not become), n f ~  (she didn't 
do), **9 (she didn't say), mw (she didn't eat), 
r(kq (she doesn't do), s T f ~  (she doesn't say), t r f ~  
(she couldn't), nf5;r (she cannot), etc. 

Verbal forms ending in 7 without schwa will always 

indicate this fact clearly in spelling by using a FqV. 
Examples of final ;r with : 

(a) affirmative-*YT (she did), (she said), 
(she ate), t r f~.  (she could), nfm. (she 

does), ~ ; !  (they do), m. (they are), 
(they agree), etc. 

(b) negative-9%~ (they don't do), 675 (are 
not), *? (they didn't do), f q p ; ~  (were not), 
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m. (they didn't eat), a f # ~  (.they do not 
eat), rlf?~. (she didn't do), *T (she didn't 

say), (she didn't eat), nfm;r (she doesn't 
do), ? (she doesn't say), (she 

couldn't) ds~. (she cannot), etc. 

(ii) The final consonant of the imperative that agrees 

with f- (F) retains its schwa. 

ex. w (do), aa(sit down), q B  (read), W (tell), rn 
(be able), * (write), *a (play), (catch), m 
(agree), etc. 
The imperative forin that agrees with $ is pronoun- 
ced without schwa which is clearly indicated by 
the use of F:3. 

ex. qT (do), (sit down), q: (read), FC;T (tell), m 
(be able), h. (write), h. (play), m, (catch), m 
(agree), etc. 

(iii) The infinitival ending in ;t retains its schwa. 

ex. Bt;r (in order to eat), qn (in order to go), f~ 
(in order to take), tPCm (in order to bring), 

$m (in order to make someone sit down), 
8- (in order to make someone write), 
(in order to catch), W m  (in order to make 

someone read). 

(iv) The non-finite verbal forms that end in -v ( a n -  
junctive participles) retain their schwa. 

ex. my? (having eaten), (having gone), fm 
(having taken), $* (having sat down), ~I%T 

(having told), qm7 (having sent), (having 
written). 

(b) Almost all postpositions are pronounced with a schwa 

in the final position. 
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ex. qn (from), fa7 (toward), fml*~ (near), i lq7  (out- 

side), 83 (down), (above), qf;m (below), fa3 

(with), <q (with), ? F f f ~ / a w  (downward), q m /  

sfk7 (farther away), 3&7/?k  (nearer), q? (farther), 
(nearer). 

Some of the exceptions are '47 as in f w ~  (all through 
the day) and W Y 7  (throughout the night), dv (with), 
n h  (including), mlq8 (including), ~ T $ T  (except). 

(c) The following structure words retain their final schwa. 

ex. iTZ (but), iJim (though), sR (when), S? (then), aR 
(now onward), a q k  (somehow). 

(d) Time and place nouns used adverbially will retain their 
schwa. 

Place nouns-q7 (to the house), aq (lo the forest), B E  
(to the cremation grounds), VB (to the market), 

TlFln (to the inlaw's), qlm (to the married woma11's 
parent a1 home). 

Time nouns-f?? (on the day), -8 (at night), d ~ i  (in 
the evening), qW (at the time), h (at the moment), 
87 (daring the time), m e m  (on Sunday), 
(during), d m 7  (on Monday), ~ W W T  (on Tuesday), 

TWT? (on Wednesday), fqfem (on Thursday), ggiw 
(on Friday), F ~ T  (on Saturday), qT9 (today). 

Notice that these words when used as nouns will delete 
the schwa in pronunciation. 

(i) used purely as nouns : 

*?? i t  U q97 f%% I (I bought two houses). 
i\* 97 q h ~ l  q? 1 (Pokhara is my home). 
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~ i ?  ~T;T?W fi? I (That is the Raniban, a forest). 

9p T* g I (That cremation area is good). 

F mat 1 (The market is on). 

f~q?  fa k~ q ~ ? ?  (How long wi l l you stay)? 

(ii) used as nouns followed by postpositions : 
Mn (toward the house), &q (above the 
house), 9 m r  (from home), a*m (toward the 

forest), (in the forest), BWll (in the ghat), 
C-1 (in the market), 9ia f m  (in five days), 
d m  (in the evening). 

(e) The question word f v ~  (why), but not (which), will 
retain its schwa. 

(f) When the 7-ending noun is used as a name for a 
woman it will retain its schwa. 

ex. W, En, B;T, TT 

Notice that these nouns in their ordinary uses will 
drop their schwa. 

ex. k? f m  I (1 have this thought in 

mind). 
d i m m ~ n ~ b  (He has sufficient money). 
T13 z?k mfm Tp I (Ram wen1 to the forest 

for fourteen years). 

f& W (~lr(d 9r;W. t (The Hindu people respect 
Ram). 

(g) Some oilomatopoeic words ending in liquids and 
nasals will retain their schwa. 
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ex. 977 (the sound of dragging), (the sound of 
a falling tree), m7 (the sound of dragging), F (the 

sound of wind), 5- (the sound of dropping), w 
(the sound of cracking), VWrl  (the manner of coming 
silently), T;1qW (the manner of walking), m~f/qqqq 

(the manner of flowing). 

(h) There are still words like g* (auspicious), (sky), * (fourteen) that retain their schwa, but for which 
no helpful formulation is possible. They are not 
numerous. 

PATTERN DRILLS 

Pronounce with a final schwa : 

( i )  ='but' w 
mT m 
m m 
rn w€ * m 
* m  
T m  f+T 
3Tm =m 

(ii)  ;;;z ~d ?FI 7 6  5.W 
rn lik M F=r sf m 
W =FU & rn mi aq O 
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( i i i )  ;iirr 
%Ti 

m 
=in 
rn 

EXERCISES 

A. Employ cwa wherever necessary in the following verbals : 
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B. Underline only those word-final conso~~ants that are pro- 
nounced with the schwa in the following sentences : 

a JTT T 4 ~ ~ s  ~ F I ~ T  3~~4 TTZT rlyd fqyW I il~ B ~ T  ~iii m 3  
w i T  I 543 T T E ~  y-T s~ fprdr mf~ p s i  f v h  f7~1 U m w"i I 
gqi? 97 ya 4 ~ 8 3  I 4q ma miit fam wry7 qqid ~ a r f  
psi? a* m"i I m* a f ~ g  5:w v75-3vqt 3137 TT?T u q  m 4 

bfira k g 4  ';rv;t qT fm l %T JTTm a' f T ~ l $ *  H;* fq* H$ 
Gb vii T $ma mf$ifkr7 %RT< I m;? 7f@3 i m w m  
$*3 I 87Tp &Tr mcr a-rT a - 7  ~V%TT 7 2 3 ~  I 4 *f- 
~ f i ~  s7%7 +TW i ~8 kqd q ~ q ~ ?  TT ~ t '  97 dm, 
5f;ai T FF1 'Tfm $< F~T: I '?T $7, il7, 47 7 El7 ! A5 f3sifp qrlT 
$7, $f7qFl! 'TB ~?44T 3156 -7 ? b?T s ~ <  I 

C .  Make an appropriate selection for inserting into the blank 
spaces from the given pair of words : 



Lesson 2 

Uses of Postpositions- 1 

Postpositions in Nepali, like prepositiolls in English, indicate 
case re1 at:ons. They do have characteri stic meanings, but 

these meanings are not invariant in all their uses. Their selec- 
tion is determined by other grammatical factors, too. We will 
attempt to describe below the uses of all the important 
postpositioils in Nepali. Most postpos itions have, in addition 
to their straightforward locational uses, certain seemingly 
idiomatic uses, too. These idiomatic uses are peculiar to each 
language and have to bz learned separately. 

Most native speakers of Nepali use the oblique form of a 
noun before a postposition, but the direct form of a noun 

before a postposition is not quite uncommon. Demonstratives 

when followed by postpositions are always oblique; however, 
when followed by a noun, the occurrence of the direct forms is 
not uncommon. 

e. g. sftar but never dt lTT 

w 4% as also 9) d 3  
I. The essentiallv locational and temporal postpositio~ls of 
Nepali are the following. Their uses are similar to the uses of 
comparable elements in other languages .(such as prepositions 
in English). 

Examples of these are Mq (on top of), W (in), @ (under), fq9 

(inside), qTf@ (outside), $S (after), & (before), (in 
front), V* (behind), f*i/k/%fk (near), #k/#a (during) , q h /  

?h (near), fl (after), #$ (toward), & (toward), fm (toward). 



1 i lnt ermediate Nepali Structure 

dq-stands for the relationship of on top of, over, above. 
e.g.  MY fern rP : The book is on top of the table. 

(There is a book on the table). 

w ~ T M ~  WE : Do not climb on top of the roof. 

strdq ~q B : The moon is over the hill. 

dd97/~ g S : The bridge is (there is a bridge) 
over the river. 

979Tfq 3kt B : The hill is above the kouse. 

91-While d q  is the proper postposition for the relationship 
of 'on top of', it is not necessarily the right postposition for 
many situations in which the English 'on' may be acceptable. 
In  many of those situations, Nepali uses the postposition W. 9~ 

literally means inside but is also the postposition for general 

location. Thus when something is a part of another object so 
that it is irrelevant to  remark on what is on top of what, 
Nepali simply uses W. 

(i) Inseparable contact : 

The stamp is on the envelope : f~ WTWT 8 

The fan is on the ceiling : dm fdq~9T  

(ii) Integral body parts : 

He has no hair on his head : -1 -191 h 6?r 
There is a ring on her finger : %fkf~~T B 

There is a mole on her cheek : m? rlTmST ;i;b? B 

(iii) General location : 

There is a lock on the door : Z ~ T S T  maT BF 

There is a picture on the wall : f m r  f~ B 

There is no handle on the door : Z ~ T W  F T ~ Z ~  th 
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Sit on the sofa: ~h 
Do not sit on the floor : vwWl ;Rfl 

There was an expression of disgust on his face : & 
a p  qwmt *rs fw? 

(iv) Location inside something : 

*I srBT wg : fish is found inside the river 

a q m ?  : 1 am inside the house 
(I am at home) 

a=% wf? B : There is water inside the pot 

(v) Certain words like m, f m ,  etc., require the 

use of 9 T  : 

a WT r*gr muF : I have respect for my teacher. 

a FFfW U mh1 qs* u : 1 depend on my older brother. 

*? qtul?W f m  a : I have confidence on my friend. 

(vi) For expressions like on time, on topic etc. : 

*I qfq? d : My friend came on time. 

q f ~ e l ~ r ( ~  : I am good at mathematics. 

Tm S ~ f h 7 q 1  8 : Ram is writing on Shakespeare. 

q%-gh indicates the locational relationship of 'under 
with or without contact', and below. 

My shoes are under the bed : h U ab.qm W. 
There is a sheet beneath the blanket : d@@q M B 

There is a river below the hill : shqh m't B 

fulq-rlTf-m ;w? T3 : It is warm inside the house. 
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mflr f . ~  ~3q : There is no lion inside the 
cave. 

qibXfm 337 S : There is a dog inside the car. 

~fv-am u me ,mFB : Dad is outside the house. 

m ~ ~ f v  -5 : Do not show your hand out- 
side the window. 

g~chrf- -1 : The fish fell outside the pan. 

6-b-s ~ f f  a?tQfi3~ TQ~FT a ~ i 3 ~  : He goes to school after ten 
o'clock. 

7m sm Ff'Iil*~ inre? f q ~ q i  : Ram came out after the sun 
shone. 

m c i f m  f?;r : The day comes after the 
night. 

ah-~tr r%vfs -.r.fjrr RFPT O : The office is not open be- 
fore ten o'clock. 

str t rw~fq  TR v;m su' : Ram used to work before 
this time. 

&/WTg af9 rn~f l5  : We must take a bath be- 

fore eating. 

w ? / ~ Q  d~rf~r anrf $a : Meet me before you go. 

q d 3 - W ~ ~ f 3  qq? B : There is a river behind the 

house. 

wma.rfz f ~ s ;  a : There is a swing behind 

the tree. 
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amfk-*? 9~mtf3 TW a B : There is a school in front 
of my hou5e. 

(The school is in front of 
my house). 

mq~~ fnm j f ~ q ~  ;r. : The teacher has stood up in 
front of Ram. 

f ; ~ ~ f i ~ / ~ / d ~ ~ / ~ ~ - q ~ ~ " t f ~  : Do not go near the river. 
m 

: Coine near me. 

gwqi -7 mn?;rfm d : The bookstore is near the 

school. 

ifiq-It is used after the nonfinite verbal form ending in 5. 

awmm-@ : I went after eating rice. 

a *zaq  TI^ ornt : He passed after studying. 

fm- his postposition means in rhe direction It  can be used 

singly or compounded with rnos t other locat ional postposi- 
tions; for example : m~ (dq+fm), $k (@ +k), 
fwqfm, rrfi*, ~fiafm ( f lgfk) ,  &fk~ tars +k), 
&;n (m + fm), $a7 (n+fm), $37, (m f fm) etc. The 
compounded forms dellote the direction of the location. 

e.g. * ~ ~ W C W X ~ T ~  : My house is in the direction of 
: (toward) the river. 

ih? sr P ~ E ~ V ~ F T T  8 : My house is toward the top of 

the hill. 

qaqfa~ ;rn B : The boat is below the bridge. 

Ti9 ~ T f ~ l f k  r~q? : Ram went toward the inside of 

the house. 
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m;r? 6 : It  rains toward the outside of 
the house. 

TWT? W ma- : The house of Ram is behind 
q f ~ f a ~  S the store. 

wT;rafqfm a ~ ?  ia : There is a street in front of 
the store. 

9-f-T FW B : The tree is below the house. 

gqt~ildm 3q7 B : The chair is on this side of 
the table. 

S ~ ~ T C  qk S : There is a lawn on the other 
side of the house. 

~ $ d - q f $  and fl< are postpositions like fm. But whereas 
ffl7 can be used with both location and time words, 

qfz and fl< are used only with words indicating 
physical locatioil : 

(i) Examples indicating physical location : 

*I q f m @ / a i / f f l ~  B : My school is toward 
the west side. 

~ W T ?  97 d * g / d / f m  t3 : The house of Ram 
lies (is) toward the 
back side, 

3 sq~$@/f37 mi? &f : There is no way to- 
ward his going. 

9 f~z;r~$g/fl$/faz I * 1 are : I put myself toward 
[q@qf~/fl$/ffl~ ) studying. 

~q ~ ~ q @ / f l 4 / f 3 7  T;~TT~? : Ram turned toward 
study. 
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(ii) Examples indicating time : 

~ W g f k t ~  : I may come some- 

time in July. 

i k  1953 fm m e  fe : I had met him some- 
time around 1 953. 

ff%/f~?-fk or indicates an approximate location of a 
place or an approximate period of time. is 

equally acceptable in this kind of construction. 

(i) Examples indicating a place : 

il~flff~/#z!!/fkr~ km : Boys play in and 
around the field. 

g~~ffk//g'q?/f?~ a m  BT : Birds are on and 
around the roof. 

(ii) Examples indicating time : 

k* $?$f~/fT?/fk 9ar WB?? : Where will you go 
during the holidays ? 

a ~ # f ~ / f T ~ / f k K  WXl We : I stay at home dur- 
ing the Dasain 
Festival. 
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EXERCISES 

I. Postpositions 

A. (i) All of the following sentences in Nepali use the post- 
position W. Their English translation will use different 
prepositions. Translate the following sentences into 
English and underline the prepositions you use. 

(ii) Write simple sentences in English using the prepositions 
that occur in your translated sentences. Translate your 
English sentences into Nepali. 
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R. Select the appropriate postpos it ions : 

3.  1975 .... ..sm ei;r... ... TTG? fqdf, a7 a 3 ~  md w;i 
...... T% VT? ;t I (S6, ~ 5 ,  f?K<f?) 

.... .... 4. 3 ma ~ 7 .  .mi?, R 3; rlq. .TT'I~ T? fw I (q~, 

W a d i )  
...... 5. q i m a i f r n ~ i i  B I (m, grs, rn) 

C .  Match the following sets : 

( a )  VTR m r f q  

( b )  aa~nn 
( c )  W % T  f imm9r  

( d )  ;r?m 
( e )  qkfq 

( f )  &+I h m f s  
( g )  ~ I z T ~ ?  ~ W S T  

( h )  mt m k  
( i )  d<* 
( j ) ~ZTT? f i l f 8~9~ 

( a )  M;;Tq B ~ T T  fqy 

( b )  dmS7 
( c )  vat G , ? T ~ F ~  

( d )  sv- 
( e )  TFVT~?F~  
( f ) P ~ B  T?ZTqF ;t'j 

( g )  WqFe~d m. 
( h )  f 9 4 ~  $77 

( i )  F3 
( j ) m ~ ?  f ~ i l ~  fqdr 

D. Render the following English sentences into Nepali using 
m only when cannot be used : 

I . ,  He has black hair on his head. 

2. She came to the store on time, 

3. I will write on Devkota, 
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4. The plane is flying above the buildings. 

5. She saw a bird on the floor. 

E. Make a suitable selectiol~ of the postpositions to iill in the 

blanks : 

5 TL.. ... (rrrfw, ~~rllk) y m  mi$? RMT) rm (qlfg, 
vf@, m) m s m p  I isi w di+t ?fh3 ~3 76 ......(el m) 
d ~ t  I m ...... ( P F ~ T ~ S ,  dfz, m) m T@ I m 
8~ ......(sf%, f v ~ ,  me) * *ST *;I I ~i ...... ( ~ g ,  m) 
~ ~ r n 5 k r ~ ~ k f  f l - 5  I V( ...... (m-fk, m) xi%?* 
T *  ...... (fw, mfu,) m B  art ...... (el %l m, mfs) 
$* 5% m? if %*ar TR f;rTly5 1 B*TT> ;tq ...... (qh, w) 
rrrrit visrs: w3 ~ $ 3  I mr.. .... (TBT~Z, mfq, qk, k) =& 
na an.. ... (h, n f ~ )  $< ;i,m ;rfm i$-r T+T I m ...... 
(m, srfs, *) m? V ? ~ T  TA T@ I mr ...... (fm, m) 
;ri. m r I 97.. .... (qTfi$, ! FtTq)Tf% 

(Q, m) 3; f e t i  ~3 I ~ e r  (<kl ...... ...... 
~ f $ )  rh a- r h  r f i  I v m m  ...... (+, Hq, 

) 3 mq @ ...... (cfq, 91) m idtlimva~+I 
w... ... ( fn,  9 ~ )  s* rn~? ~rn;if 7 7m *F m... ... (~ 

...... $3) *WY f I dt V4-T y m  f m  (rrrFq, gR, 
m) 3fkqrnt T& I 
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The postpositions used to mark the grammatical roles of nouns 

(and noun phrases) in a sentence are listed below. Their uses 
have to be understood carefully in the context of Nepali con- 
structions. 

%, ~ I G T ,  m, tfk, d, d ?;nf~/v;? m/v;? k f ~ ,  and Tit 

8- he uses of % can be divided into five parts. 

(i) 9 is obligatorily used to mark the subject of the verb 
in the past participle transitive form. 

e.g. 48 : I ate. 

*% qTfhm Wa : Ram came after I ate. 

4% < t t  v;bfi fv* : The rice I ate was 
not well-cooked. 

(ii) 8 is used to denote 'instrumentation' with non-subject 
nouns (usually inanimate) in a sentence. 

e.g. 48 i(liifq8 i~m ~ i r h ~ q  : I broke the window with 
a hammer. 

qv* ma WT? : I eat rice by hand. 

6% T& 3S : I wrote with a pen. 

3 ~ C T X !  fmfa3 : He was run over by a car 

Notice that even though % in some of the above examples 
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can be translated by 'with' in English, it is the instrumenta- 

tion sense of 'with' and not the possible 'accompaniment' 
meaning of 'with' that is used. For the 'accompaniment' 

meaning, Nepali uses fm or Fh. 

Thus q ~ r a *  V R  mu : I eat rice with a spoon. 

but noC wm mu : I eat ricewithdal. 

The second sentellce would correctly use the postposition 
fffir or 6s. 

w nafm/d~ wm me : I eat rice with dal. 

(iii) h is used with appropriate nou~ls in the meaning of 'as 

a result of' or 'because of'. (With some nouns i3E may 
be possible in this sense, but 8 is preferable.) 

X-MS : He is afflicted with cough. 

x amdt  U : He lost weight because of sickness. 

3 h 6 3  *it : He cried in (because of) pain. 

q m? m* O ~TF$ : I am tired of his complaints. 

(iv) Verbal nouns in the infinitive or the participial form 
will also take h in the mealing of causation. 

m;rf mf4 %a ~tp : The game was not held be- 
cause of rain (falling). 

Wlmm @ 6~ : There is no class because 
of today being Sunday. 

Tw V@ d h  : Ram (because of) being a 
Brahman does not eat meat. 
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(v) 8 is also used to transform a noun into a manner ad- 

verbial. 

WTTHkf : Speak with pleasure (speak un- 
hesitatingly). 

W T d i  qTt : Sir with comfort (sit comfortably). 

m mi3 q?3 : Speak in a loud voice (speak 
loudly). 

fkf@$f : He earned money with a great 

h r  giq~'Qt deal of hard work. 

&I k r  fqf-3 : He obtained a first class without 

B.im +ii"t* any effort (effortlessly). 

For all of the constructions under (v) above, f ~ a  or 
or Ttm is equally well possible. 

*mf?mIqa~tin/*artrrpr irk 
%fTTWTfk?i/3i~mi<n/qT7T~~q W, e tc. 

dT / f~ - ( i )  Apart from the idiomatic use of fflil or th in manner 
adverbials given above, fq3 and r i ~  are also the post- 
positions of the expression of 'accompaniment'. 

9 riPmfk3/% M : I went to the bazaar with 
Shyam. 

* a(9fkf : He ate rice with meat. 

(ii) fim (or ?h) is selected as the postposition to express 
interaction with another person, party, or object. 

%q dftm 6 q  : Nepal does not fight with 
-SO v C ~  any country. 



h& ~$fiTa crfq : Nepal has no war wi th  any 
~f~l5. ?h country. 

%% mm? ~~ : I consulted Shyam in this 
~ f m q  ni regard. 

(iii) The human object nouns llormally take a r f ,  but if 
the activity denotes reciprocity, ffl5 (or <rl) will be 
selected in preference to mf. 

Thus mmnr~nd/f~ : I told Shyam. 

but G?! M m  F : 1 had a talk with Shyam 

3 immh $9 mr : 1 love Kamala (there is 
(M mmfh ~3"s)  love between me and 

Kamala). 

a m& it* m: : I love Kamala. 

but never *W W T ~ W !  $3 B. 

(iv) While iin~ is the common postpositio~l to denote 
source and will occur with a verb like f~ 'take' or 

'buy', ftm is used in case the source is a human 
noun and the verb implies some sort of transaction. 

q? m g  m a  fqq : I took this book from 

(* zit f ~ m  mmftm fap') Shyam. 

? 1 ~  ~ q d  -E fkfy : I took ten rupees from 
the bank. 

but not *&? atr ~~t iqiRftm fM 

$+ qq am' : I begged ten rupees from 
Shy am. 
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but not ** BFf T f h f  3-TZ 4T$. 

6$ 591dq3 ti-3 f* : 1 took lessons in Sanskrit 
from Shyam. 

~ i d t m  g? m* q?d : 1 asked Shyam this question. 
(6% mam* st m;r q?i)$) 

(v) In addition, there are some words (verbs or otherwise) 
that would select fkg (or *) as the appropriate 

postposition; for example 37 FfTq/a, ?%I Wg/m, yql 

m l q e ,   it mlrn73, $3 m/qe ,  etc. 

e.g. W ~ T S  q 8 f ~  na17e : I am afraid oftigers. 

4?& ~?flrfq3?k ~a-q? : I was angry with Sita. 
(a q?arTm f7qvf) 

a d q m  Y ~ T  W' u : I hate him. 

($7) ym S) 

 dim mi? sJ t3 O : I am pleased with Ram. 

qq~f dTff~m sr'a a : I love music. 
(3 t iqiim s3 me) * 

(vi) fqfl (or <q) is used in constructions denoting posses- 
sion, usually of things one owns and keeps with him. 

dm 6? ha7 f ~ f l ~  FP;I : I have a lot of Nepali 
books. 

&k?l* 4~ d?r : He does not have much 
money. 

Note that body-parts and property like farm, land or 
house do not take fim. e.g. *dim BZ I *MWT F e I 

q B  and 8 ~ - - ~ 1 1 e  postposition i r ~  expresses, among other 
things the, ablative case relation '(away) from'. I t  identifies a 
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source or a beginning point and in this function partially over- 
laps with both fffa and As explained above, both = and 

fi i can be used to identify a human source but only q~ is 

used for a non-human source (presumably because fm implies 
a degree of interaction). 

(i) For the expression '(away) from' involving a place noun 
(spatial as opposed to temporal) both m and 8% can 
be used; but with time nouns only 8 k  is used to 
identify the beginning point of a period of time. For 

example : 

irit ~ q i ?  f@ fhVhfi/ : My friend came from 
afkardt Chicago yesterday. 

Wfm~/afPr nRQF * : The leaves were shed 

from the tree. 

3'd Y-/* W fM : He took rice out of the 
pot. 

dmm/itfkt fer5 KZst : Tears poured from his 
eyes. 

With time nouns : 

h 7  VW? m m  : My friend was in Chicago 
@i'h f m m h  f ~ ?  form Sunday till yesterday. 

bit rndt @* @ B : My friend has been here 
since yesterday. 

3 qg W7 9- g : I have been here for four 
hours. 
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The three sentences above will not accept BE. 

(ii) $ffr has also some overlap with various other postposi- 
tions-qrz, d, f q ~  (or GT) for identifying a 'source' of 
a situation or feeling. 

a TW? iild rff@r] f ? q ~ ~ t  B U : 1 am angry with 
I qR I Ram's action. 
( ftm .2 

(iii) aTz is the postposition nurmally used with the agent 
subject in passive sentences. 

st rra mn d%pa : This work was not fiini- 
shed by me. 

~ T T ~ T  sar - ~m;' fqr~  a n  : Shoes in Nepal are 
qf%:m. made only by cobblers. 

- 
(iv) qE is the postposition for the expression of mode of 

transportation and communication. 

a a h ~ z  mf : I came in a car. 

st WT m T z  mqt : This message came by tele- 
gram. 

a st ST? f m h ~  : I send this in a letter. 
v5n'~ u 

arf-(i) -8 is the normal postposition to denote animate 
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(usually human) object. Inanimate objects normally do 
not require any postposition. 

% 5 m ~ l f  $? : 1 looked at Shyam. 

i d  97 i$? : I looked at the house. 

(ii) is wed also to mark the beneficiary of an action 
(animate or inanimate). For this role, d is inter- 
changeable wi lh the postposition V? d T :  

e.g. Gh V T ~  (or s& M T )  : I bought a house 
rn fq* for S hyam. 

43 e n e  n (or amit a f i )  : I bought a flower- 
VSFn fq* pot for the flower. 

(iii) is always used to mark the indirect object or the 
receiver whether animate or inanimate. 

48 mmrrmf m? fe : I gave water to Shyam. * %WF! m Wf? Fbp' : I watered the flower. 

(iv) Certain kinds of expressions in Nepali use what may 
be called an 'indirect subject construction' using irrf 
to denote a state or condition. For example : 

(a) sickness 

amf (w? 1 B : I have fever 
4-?+ cough 
j a i j  malaria 

(b) mental states of happiness, sorrow, remembrance, know- 
ledge, etc, ; 
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W T ~  Wfi? a B : I am glad. 

W7m : I am well. 

T:W 
0 

: I am sad. 

qw : I know. 
mi3 : I remember. 

(c) conditions of delay, haste, etc. : 

3- ~7 s : I am in hurry. 

qFng B : I will be late. 

(d) psychological states of love, hate, envy, anger, etc. : 

3-f Wm am5 : I love. 
B 

sarf ~ T T  B : I hate. 

 FIT^ $W W : I am envious. 

3~nf fk J:B : I feel angry. 

(e) hunger, thirst, etc. : 

3 e h i a  : I have hunger. 

FTT;TT~ f l ? ~ f  B : I have thirst. 

me m W  B : I have an interrest. 

kTbf~ a desire 

T r  a desire. 

m~a~m~ : I have a wish. 

(f) In constructions of perception with Fnr%, V R  m, etc. : 

W? m t Q  : I feel it is good, 
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mn# rn ?;nw : I like to do it. 

a@ -1 vn p~ : 1 feel like this. 

(g) certain verbs that require 3e ; e.g. Brq ,  %, etc. : 

: I know how to read. 

: Misfortune fell on me. 

i? &-(i) iif ? f T h  (and, alternatively, 5) f * ~  and m) 
is the postposition used for the designation of a 

beneficiary noun to mean 'for (the sake of)'. 

48 7-f dt ftimg f 6  : I bought this book 

for Ram. 

(ii) When T? qf? occurs with a verbal noun in the 
infinitive (or event nouns), it has the related mean- 

ing 'for the purpose of'. 

For example : 

3; -1 MV srdt : He went home for eating. 

3; 5rFFf fi -1 : He goes to Kathmandu 
GFB for travelling. 

(iii) In general, T? iffi (and its variants) can alternate 

with in just those uses of which signify 

'for the sake of' or 'for the purpose of', 

TI-(i) d (and its other forms) is the genitive postposition 
which signifies possession and will thus be used in con- 

structions involving two nouns. This, of course, is the 
most obvious use. 
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7mwEm : Ram's book 

3+t ~ t 7 1  : My son 

m? pcrl? : His wife 

7 ~ ~ 1  T* : Ram's cows 

h 37 : My dad 

(ii) gi) is also ~ ~ s e d  in certain indirect possessive construc- 

tions, usually denoting existence of a situation. 

k T$ u 8h3 m. : There are two sons of mine. 

(I have two sons) 

h73~t %*;irfflil & : Nepal has no quarrel with 

anyone (any country). 

*? ;ii ~:m~4k dq : I don't have much landed 
property. 

33 *< m~ B : I have a lot of work (to do). 

(iii) When a noun is modified by another nouii, Nepali, in 

general, requires the postposition a to be used with 
the modifying noun. 

: a bamboo gate 
: a stone house 

Tn such noun phrases, generally no other postposition 
is allowed. 

: The men from Kathmandu 

: The store on the New Road 

: The shirt in the almirah 
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(iv) In the description of inalienable body parts, is 

obligatory. 

a t m i r h ~ ? @  : He had three wives. 

%ebm~ : I have a nose. 

w a r n *  : I have eyes. 

T@f? k ? 5  : The cow has a horn. 

5 t57 tm-3~  : The hen has no wings. 

(ii)  3 
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(ii) ri 
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m% 

EXERCISES 

Postpositions 

A. Tick the correct phrase : 

(1) m.... ..m F i - w  I 

(a) TT* (b) d m  (c) , m d  

(2) s......fq;ir *v U I 

(a) TTW (b) (c) T m f 3  

(3) m&......fBmm I 

(a) ~ * f e f  (b) (c> hfR 
(4) ... . . .g fmip f*iT I 

(a) *ri (b) (c) 4-8 
( 5 )  m. .... .qsra vim& 

(a) 3 (b) mmm ( 4  - 
B. Use m and 8h appropriately : 



36 Intermediate Nepali Structure 

C. Choose one of the two postpositions in each of the sen- 

tences given below : 

(1)  @* ~ r m  sms ...... f ~ d r  I (m, 8Ta) 
(2) 9+i maw ...... tl~ctlg T" I (fm, nTg) 
(3) 4%.ifm ...... aurrqmk U I (FIT& fqa) 

(4) wfk-6 ...... 31s~ I ( 4 ~ ,  f ~ a )  

( 5 )  2 m  ...... m? fm a I (sn, *m) 
(6) *. .... . y w  ~h fa61 mm I (fag, 3n) 

D. Which of these postpositions would be suitable in the 
following sentences- mf, f ~ ,  T? FIlfq, im, $, and WW? 

E. Select the proper postpositions from among 4, m8, fh, 
m, T? d ~ ,  4it and WW and fill in the blank spaces in the 
passage given below. Rough English equivalents are given 
as helpful hints : 

.... .... .... Tm. .(of) .(subject marker) &. .(of) 
mg ...... (with) ~f I ~ 5 -  3 ~ m 5 :  ...... (by) 

... M wrf 7 W.. ... .(subject marker) m.. .(by) TT 
rn I T~~TTT .,.... (since) m> q?+I fd I w.. .. .(to) 
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q* if b ~ t r .  .... .(subject marker) m.. . ...( for) 
M...... (of) g$ +IT dhl fM 7 M...... (for)*- 

. .. gi in  hd I immb am* TTT* m.. ...pi th) 3; W. ...( by) 
... ... w %# I BCm W.. .(subject marker) q.. .(to) rim 

T WIT.. ... .(to) 3i;~i  f2f I 8.. ... .(subject marker) aft . 
......( with) w ...... I )  m I &T rn m 

. ...... (with) &h~ mi I d@t 1 ~ ?  q.. ...( with) il* 
FTT.. ... .(of) P?T M I ~ f l g q ~  q.. .. .(09 m 

.... -1.. .. ..(from) q t  I 3; a%. .(of) +t 
w*. .... .(for) ww m. .... .(in order to) wft I 

.. h.. ... .(for) w.. ... .(subject marker) m.. ..(of) 
......( with) WtT qh U STIT Prif I ah d.. ... .(subject 
marker) w.. ... .(with) m.. ... .(with) I 
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Postpositions with Verbals 

In adtiltion to occurring with nominals, postpositions occur also 
with verbals in certain forms. 

I. Postpositions with Infinitival Verbals 

In general, any postposition can occur with infinitival 
verbals (which refer to the general action of the verb). 

e.g. m ~ ?  : by eating (because of eating). 

WTWTd : by not eating. 

(a) Before the postposition 3, the infinitival verbal has 
the form -qT. 

e.g. a T&I ernf wdt : He was glad because of 
my going. 

W?* Ti qfqdt : He became strong by eat. 
Y~I ing meat. 

(b) Before all other postpositions, the infinitival verbal 
has the form -;r. 

e.g. 5 UTii RT*~T$/T? Fnf~ : He goes home to eat 
q7 W B  rice. 

7T9 q579P ~ R F I  B : Ram is good in study- 
ing. 
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377 ~fv7 Tq m e  : My sister is tired of 
WE studying. 

mn  fa^ LTW h : Pay attention tolto- 

36 ward eating. 

11. A. ~ost~osit ions with Participial Verbal Forms 

(a) The postposition dk5 always occurs with perfect 

participles in -8. 

e.g. M W  : after eating 

q 6 g  : after leaving 

MB : after doing 

qm tm@g 719 %1 nst : Ram went to school 
after eating rice. 

7~9 T~*B q ~t TW +B s. : 1 will do my job after 
Ram's going. 

a d  WB fmf : Go away after doing 
your job. 

(b) The postpositions in and afhr, in addition to their 
occurrence with infinitival verbals, also occur with 
perfect participial verbals. This construct ion has a 
special meaning though, namely, expression of a 
condition. 

e.g.. in : if eaten 

2f@T 
In many contexts, it expresses a probable (not cer- 
tain) situation and states it as a condition. 

e.g. fdi3 nqmb S r n  mmf gt f m  ta 
rn 
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In case you saw (happen to see) Ram, give him this 
book. 

In all of the above constructions, the use of the 
postpositions (41 and afer) is optional. 

(c) The postposition XW also occurs with perfect partici- 
pials in its usual sense simply to mean 'since' or 
'ever since'. 

e.g. 8fhh ~l@fk T @T? : He has been sleeping 
ever since taking 
medicine. 

B. Another form of the verb that can occur before the 
postposition is -4~). 

e.g. 3; ~YTI?~ (as usual, in this -v? the participial 
form will appear in the oblique form -w with 
postpositions). 

Basically there is no difference in meaning from 
the above -&I construct ion except that this form in 
the participial implies perfective aspect, In most 
situations the English translation will be the same. 
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EXERCISES 

A. Make a suitable selection from among the three phrases 
given below to complete each of the sentences : 



Intermediate Nepali Structure 

2. ..... .qq TZ fZTdt I (a) fg* q T%& T ~ I  

(b) @* $3 WmTZ \ 

(c) f@ JITWR $TT?f 

3. ...... m@fd I (a) fivttt naft ~ i c r f F 9  
(b) fiiw ~ T T ?  nrrft T ~ R  

(c) b ? 3  + w a  n3-lct T ? $ k  

4. ..... .=FIT$ F G ~  w (a) VYT? TZM 
-37 b I (b) wT?. T<kTf 

(c) 7TaTt ~?ii;+ 

5 . . . . . . .  f& p I (a) ~1~f.r 
(b) 3it~ET r n r m  

6.  ..... .ilq r h h  q ? h  I (a) Hlil RTrmT 

(b) V-Rf wwh 
(c) m m2fn 

7. ..... .4 ~lm? T?? 2 I (a) TW E ~ T T $  
(b) mq c~fm 

8. ...... 3i *a ~8 fprrit I (a) arf~ am~a ~ ~ i r ; r r i ; r  F T T ~  

(b) wq arm Jm-63 
(c) SIR U ~ R T  Ff~ptfFl 

9. ..... .WT~ 3 B ~ T  ~ ~ T T S  I (a) ffiqi3 m i - $  ?;II~ 
(b) mqiw m &*k 
(c) am B ~ R  

10. ...... mPT m wit l (a) 43 i7hf~ 
(b) 43 $2253 
(c) fi3 fiW2f~ b 
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B. Match these sets : 

(a) T*/v?& T ~ T )  

(b) m3m-R '*ti 
(c) mi? T+iT%/Tm"f ~k?  ref 
(a) M m?l W Q y  

(e) 3; p WMs fmt a ~ f ~  
( f )  3&*i?.mmm 
( g l  fm 5-m ~3 
(h) *T* Tk* 

(i) $'i ti*% 
(j) G t  f@ M I G t  f$< TW 5 ~ ~ 5  

(a) cmi f % ~ 7  WT .*C m;~_ 
(b) ~?(il 

(c) * = gmh 
(d) am PRT WiI 

(e)  m p Wf ii p 
(f) m am 23 
(g) 6 WT efk q i i ; r  m, 
(h) 3, * @ 
(i) 4 
6) mHf 

C. Select one out of the postpositions given for each of the 
sentences below : 
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D. Select the appropriate postpositions and inscrt them in the 
blank spaces provided. Make changes, if necessary, in the 
forms of the verbals that occur before them : 

km f?m ~ r n 3  Y-T T ~ J  ...... (m, *g, 3) r 
-1 M I 3~ np $3 ...... (fm, w, 3) me U BE- 
~t I m m  i T% dhf;l m m ?  ...... (an, 3, faz, 
ar) m$ BW? ~9) I TB fm C i  m~ T HTT *IF.. .... (m, 

m $ k  ~ j a s  I * *a3 ...... (m, M, m, 
a4, T? FnFr) v m m  vy ...... (Ww, irn, ar, q f ~ )  mn% 

...... d 3 ~  T avft  hkwe I m i i  H~T? (ar. 3, 
m, e) d &?R kk W T ~ T ~  I aitwft FITS.. .... (m, 
m, a) J; h? mt m imrrr TT?~?. ..... (fm, 3, m) 
? m 3 I m W ...... ( dgJ *, w*) 
%~$TTH mbl m win WV ...... (tmr, W, 
*er, m) 3 a r;;r atmm ci? 9 t ~  I JTWS? 53 m.. .... 
(q+j i',j d, f tm) ;i&t......(fi~, m , ~ )  3i * I 

E. Translate the completed sentences above into English. 



Lesson 5 

Review of Tense Forms-I 

A. The most common tense forms of Nepali with their distinc- 

tive meanings are given below. What is highlighted is the 

basic structure of the forms, cited in the third person singular, 
and their uses. Only the mascaline forms that go with a, @, 
ii, fg*, 797, fw and mo are given in the table for overall 
grasp. The details of number, gender and person agreement 

can be looked up in the appropriate appendix. 

I. Present Tense : This tense is formed by adding the auxi- 

liary in to the verb stem. A verb stem ending in a vowel 
adds ;r after it. 

v-stem +;r + ~ i  

e.g. WFB : eats 

u -1 
T!F mTwy mw'f' 

m€5 -. 
The present tense i s  used essentially for two functions. 

(i) Habitual Action : 

a fvV ?fh T m  me : 1 eat three oranges evely day. 

*18? m n  atr i b  8;8 : The Nepali class meets at  10 
o'clock. 
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(ii) Simple Future : 

a uvi~ f7m;mi s n ; ~  u : 1 will go to Chicago tomorrow. 

The time adverbs used play a significant role in 
determining whether the tense is to be used in the habi- 
tual or future sense. 

Note : There is an alternative older form for the present 
tense that is not in much use today. This is made essentially 
by adding -3 to the verb stem; 1% : d, e.g. r(@ which 
means the same as w'. 

The present tense forms of 6) and 6;s : 

gFB is the present tense habitual form of $ 1 ~  and is thus used 
for the expression of phenomena that habitually and usually 
happen. e.g. 

amqn 6< v%! : There is usually a big rush in 
37 m* q f ~  qaqW 6? qir 3 the store on Sundays, but it 

is crowded today, too. 

h d ?  a m  ~ m .  : Nepali towns are usually 
?rz ~m"f a d  F\ small, but Kathmandu is a 

big city. 

The negative of FB is fgi7 'is not usually', whereas the nega- 
tive of c? is e ? ~ .  

11. Part Tense : 

v-stern +gb 
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e.g. h : (he) ate 

This form is used to express a single action event in the 
past (as opposed to habitual action in the past). 

dd ~7 W m  f%! ntit * : 1 drank a lot last Sunday. 

9 a f ~  q h ~ ~  T T ~  C\ ~ 7 ~ 7  me : r was late to school last 

Monday. 

111. Past Habitual : 

v- stem+^? 
e.g. WWq7 : (he) ate, i.e. he used to eat 

WG -=i3 
d:w* wT=ii 
m t  m=3 

hmgpft 

9 7?k U W* : I used to smoke till last year. 
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Past HabituallSimple- 

Repeat the sentences above with different subjects. 
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EXERCISES 

A. Make an appropriate selection of i$? or a;B to fill out the 
blank spaces in the following sentences : 
3wFT m T~MT? f*? T r ~ . * * ' * . l  mi$ s 7 q7w3 i$iif 

- * - . * . I  mfm mfg**---m m~ H% a ~ ? * * - * * . l  &TT? im$T;if 
%-5"l:. . . . . . I mm'i--Tffm% vq* mj.*****mt@ d% 

f j  a a ~ ? - =  * . * I  h-mt qw *it m*--g*s~  xmfira 
m g q f q * * * * * * a ~ h M p  wraFtnr m, m~z~i? 7 mn m=cm I 
+mm q + - * * * * * I  d m  c t ~  BTm 4Tg.**-..l zfi. me& 
dm a* O it*** - - -  I -& T f i ~ q ~  k m f y  -+.-- g o -  I 

B. Change the main verbs of the following sentences to the 
simple present tense to show habitual action : 
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C. Change the appropriate form of the verb : 

D. English uses the same form of verb where Nepali ernploys 
two separate forms each for habitual and simple past 
actions. Translate the following pairs of sentences into 
Nepali using appropriate verbal forms : 

1 (a) I smoked a lot when I was a child. 
(b) I smoked a lot yesterday. 

2. (a) John woke up at 6 when he was in Nepal. 

(b) The last Friday morning, John woke up at 6 .  

3. (a) Jane walked to office until she bought a car. 

(b) Jane walked to ofice the last Wednesday, 

4- (a) Both of them wen1 to buy vegetables until July last. 

(b) Both of them went to buy vegetables on the tenth ofJuly- 

5 .  (a) She wrote to her father regularly. 
(b) She wrote to her father the day before yesterday. 



Lesson 6 

Review of Tense Form-2 

IV Past Unreal : 

v-stem +?+fq* 

e. g. & fPrZif : would have eaten 
er* fsg' a* hi 
Q* fm. w,* fml 
ma f d  W% f q  

erq@ fsdt 

This form is used to express what may be called unreal 
past, something might have been or might have happened 
but didn't, e.g. 

3 *m q* f9f : I would have gone to Nepal (but did- 
not). 

m. q@ 4FfI fd fd 7 q s7 fd fqf : He would have 
given me money, 
and I would have bought a 
house (but none of this 

happened). 

f ~g*? Vg 3i f* fm? : If he had had money, he 
would have bought a house. 

The past unreal has also an alternative form identi- 



52 Intermediate Nepali Structure 

cal with the past habitual form given above. 

V Future : 

v-stem +% +B 

e. g. -1% B : (he) will eat 
r n ~  met BT 
m& m%g? 
wr3 ~3 m, 
e r r 3 W  

This form is clearly recognized as having future action 
meaning, but is interchangeable with the present tense 

form used for future meaning. 

e.g. 4 & 2 : I will eat 
3 me 

VI Continuous : 

The continuol~s aspect can occur both in the present and 

the past. A future form is possible but it is not very 
common. 
The form is 

v-s tern + 3 +7i$*? + 3 (present) 
fvst (past) 
8 B (future) 

e. g. ~ $ 3 ; ?  B : iseating 
g e ~ - )  f d  : was eating 
meit;? @ s : will be eating 
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Note that the last element is simply the three tenses of the 

auxiliary W. 
Note : There are three other verbal forms that can be used 
for the expression of the co~ltinuous aspect : 

(i) v-stemf ++B; e.g. rly+i+w=rlf B 

(ii) v- stem+^?+^; e.g. r l ? + A + ~ = d  (this form 
is not in much 
use) 

(iii) v-stemf sf @+B; e .g .  rl~+i;+7$+ @ = 

d* 

VII Perfective : 

The perfective aspect parallels the continuous aspect con- 
struction and similarly has all the three tenses. The form is 

v-stem +p*? +B (present) 
fqdt (past) 
B (future) 
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e. g W : has eaten 
q p ~ f  f~r* : had eaten 
er~#? @ S : will have eaten 

er1pTT 3' 

fwl 

errpm a eryy3il FO 
fuqi fM 
@a 8 

aFst = 
fup 

@w 

The pdrfective has a commonly used spoken form in the 
past in which the iif of the participial ending - ~ d  is 
dropped and the copula has a shortened form. 

e.g. J; w ~ f  f ~ ?  : He had gone 
3i nperit 

1 f* : I had eaten * w r p i  

PAST UNREAL- 



Review of Tense Forms-2 
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( i )  m a s s ?  ~ 5 2 ; r ,  

( i i )  G b ~ f l m - $ ~ ~ i f F E i ,  fq;l*d ~;z;rv~?fd 

4 3FW3 BVlT q ~ ?  FTT$ 3ha f d  
m smr %* &-r41;imm 

7T9 JW? YigT 

aq f $ k  ~ m ? ,  fmd w r ~ r  w f d  vy%> fe 
m? f*~? fvFat 
fm x~r'ia? wyft f 6  
w d%-? fw? 
k~Mf9;Frif 
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EXERCISES 

A. Match the following sets : 

(a )  9 qfm ~ p + t  i i y r l  

( b )  f+ffmmT 
(c)  M-~T 
( d )  &~T%W*VT 

( e )  w+CMTIT~+~& 

( f )  m-m 
(g) d * f t . w r !  
(4 
( i ) T E I ~  V$ g 6 ?  

(j) 

(a )  "6xTipF*mafsq 

(b )  vs**~mm@l3fm 
(4 

( d )  s-~-fsf 
( e )  r n a h m r n ~ ~ ~ * f e y -  
( f )  3 d h m  md?iWg 
( 9 )  mi"i*?e 
(h)  ~sfiwT*fq- 
( i )  mimr&tfd 
(j) &FIT* kEif 

B. Change the main verbs of the sentences given below in- 
to the past perfective : 



58 Intermediate Nepali Structure 

k ~ ; a  I 3 mrm * q r n f q ~  w e  I v?mm fir54 f+ji 
lpfl * -8 3 3TW, rnJ~?ft 7 fqm mrzT3 W~;T 3%- 
gg tWFi3 I ~m*fe am fa* 3; rn wg I 

i@ JW? 5 % ~  m k a  5;a I nmr 7 3 f&7 aiiqim 
fkRFlT$ %ZW 5 5 I ~ V W B  fd?FlT$ PZTm ;I? $537 I $t 

s t  ar~? av? O  if^ I 

C. Rewrite the sentences given in B changing the main 
verbs to 

( i )  the present perfective 
(ii) the present continuous 

(iii) the past continuous , 

D. Select the appropriate verbal forms to complete the 
sentences : 

1. fc+i 7m F K F ~ T  (a)  T?+I 3 

( b )  dit?fd 
(c) ~ s a s  
( d )  F% &st 

2. ~ s ~ T T ~ ~  (a) 6itt~ 
( b )  TQ e 
(c) q ~ i  fgdr 

( d )  ~ R $ T ?  f ~ ?  
3. Rjir $3 af* vra ( a )  me% fq$ 

( b )  mw-3 f6 
(c) ~ m w ? B  
( d )  mr;;7&? 3 

4. ~p s TI- T T ~ *  i t  (a)  q ~ t  

( b ) avqitt fprQ 

( c ) FITT~?$T? fqf 
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( d )  ~wya ffssi 
5 .  + r ~ $ t M  (a)  dk+$t fqq  

( b )  9fi7$* sq 
( c )  W f q p q  

(d) ~ i f v  

E. Answer the following question in the past perfective 
verbal forms using the given words : 

( a )  ~ r n r n r n  
( b )  3ism ft*$ 
(c) - 7 1 ~ f i  ~3 
(d)  3Fr*mftw; 
( e )  3i+a a 
( f )  M F ~ -  
( g )  -m=T 
(h )  JK"T;~%@*~: 

( i )  't*;rq% 
(j) ~ R W  



Lesson 7 

Review of Tense Forms-3 

VIII Injunctive : 

v-stem +ah. 

e.g. ~191% : he may eat 
mv m 7  
WI m 
mi w37 

wn, F% 
The injunctive forms make up a paradigm together but 
the meanings usually highlight different aspects of injuilc- 
tion depending on the person. 
In the second person it is perceived as an imperative, 

e.g. % en : (you) eat 
f~qi wz : (you) eat 
< wm : (you) don't go 
fm? st Trq ;rq7 : (you) don't do this work 

In the first person it is used primarily to seek permis- 
sion. e.g. q f 4 ~  as? : May I come in? 

In the third person it expresses permission granted to some- 
one. e.g. 

r w h y  : Have him go. 

J ; I ~  W3i;! : Have them go. 
Apart from the above, for all persons the injunctive forms can 
also be used to express wish, hope, etc. 
e.g. 
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a-f~i O a f v C  : I wish to eat an orange 
q n  $;am wS every day 

a  B F ~  f~ 3; f ~ e f   KT : I wish him to eat an 
WVi?Ff, orange every day. 

In the second person, however, it has a special form end- 

ing in -m (plural -P). e.g. 

a  mp O f~ d fqq q a r  T T ~ T  prrgq : I wish you to 

a v f ~ f m ? f ~ q m q a m ~  u eat an orange 
a' f- q n t  gam 3 ava every day 

IX Future Presumptive : 

v-stem --/-= 
e.g. mm : will probably eat 

mwm m i  
w'mm m 
m - 

ww 
This also is a future form but indicates uncertainty. 

e.g. ~m 3; anm : He may come on Saturday 
(He will probably come on 
Saturday). 

X Narrative Tense : 

v-stem +q+S 

e.g. a1q3 : has eaten; ate 
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Wrp?  qw 
e r m q  npd 
R WTP? 

*F!w 
pr nfq p m  T F 6  errpe : Once a king ate an 

orange. 

This tense from is very commonly used in narratives. Sometimes 

an entire story can be told using this tense. This tense has the 
implication of revealing new information or discovering new 

information. The verb in the form e~s is quite commonly 
used to reveal new information. Other verbs as well as this 
verb are used to express the sense of surprised discovery. 

e.g. &m gqn q7k \j @e : 1 have only one cigarette left, 
I find 

ittnq* ~d ~T?FO : My friend has bought a new 
car, I find 

Note that the narrative tense is used only in the present tense of 
the Copula 8. In the past tense of the copula 8, th:s construc- 
tion is semantically no different from the past perfective. The 

past tense of the copula in this construction .. . . has a contracted 

form. 

e.g. dd ~ p t  : I had eaten * enpiht fqf 
wlp* mrpw7 
ar3fm. wqw7 
a rpzd t  wry3 

w y p i t  



Review of Tense Forms-3 

(i) 3 YT?T ma7 
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EXERCISES 

A. Change the main verbs in the following sentences into nar- 
rative : 

B. Give the appropriate forms of the given verbs in their 
injunctive fbrms : 
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C. Rewrite the following sentences changing the verbal forms 
into the future presumptive : 

I .  M n q ~ m 3 M m +  
srt : 

2. &$T* yq qft 
ml . 

3. f@ m3 mi ar;zdt 
m: 

4. q;f;t immaTi p* f ~ t  im'f 
d a m :  

5. afv?ii$ky 
m :  

D. Frame imperative sentences as directed : 
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Lesson 8 

Review of Tense Forms-4 

B. Compound Stems 
Nepali uses various modal elements to modify the meaning 

of the main verb, such as, the modals -3 (to be able to), 
(to allow to), W% (to get to), T$ (to do habitually), 

etc. There are two important things to remember in this 
connection : (i) the main verb occurs in a special form 
depending on the modal selected, and (ii) the main verb 
and the modal together form a compound stem, which then 
can enter into all the ten tense constructions listed above. 

e.g. m B  : eats a 

rn aia : is able to eat 

mrit : ate 

RW mi : was able to eat 

WW? : used to eat 

Wm VW? : used to be able to eat 

& f d  : would have eaten 

TnVFMkl? : would have been able to eat 

. W ~ B  : will eat 

~ V F T ~ B  : will be able LO eat 
etc. 

The shape of the main verb in compound stems is of two 
types : (i) infinitival in -il, -3 and -4; and (ii) gerundive in -5. 
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(i) With most modals, the form of the main verb is v -7 : 

v-;T ?WJ 'to be able to' 

fq 'to allow to' 

v¶ 'to know how to' 

W 'to get to' 

-JmT 'to begin to' 

(ii) (a) The form v-3 occurs only with two modals 
'to be necessary to', and fl 'to be appropriate 
to'. ' 

e.g. ~ : it is necessary to eat, must 
eat, should eat 

v m p f  : it was necessary to eat 

tqds : it will be necessary to eat 

m3 tP : it is appropriate to eat 

Wfg M? : it was appropriate to eat 

 TIT^ fi : it will be appropriate to eat 

Note : This construction uses the subject in the oblique 
case with %/e. There is no number, person, gender 
agreement in the verb. 

t 

(b) v-stem+%+ B 

fmf 

e.g. B : has to eat (is intended or planned to eat) 

fsdf : had to eat (was intended or planned to 
eat) 
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The infinitival in -3 also occurs with the present and the 
past of the auxiliary (S and f ~ ? )  to express an action planned 
or intended. In this case, too, the subject is in the oblique 

case with 8 or mg and there is no number, person, gender 

agreement in the verb. 

e.g. klq B : I have (a plan or intention) 
to  go to Nepal 

f d  had 

(iii) With the modal n$ 'to do something habitually', the 
main verb occurs in the form v-3. e.g. 

r f* gJn gaar d d : He eats an  orange (habi- 
tually) every day. 

~ f ~ . ? ~ ~ ~  C\ : I used to drink milk every 
day. 

3ifkd~m@& : He just sleeps all day. 

The main verb in -5 

(iv) (a) The modals m, fq, and require the main verb 
in the form v-stem+s. These modals add a corn- 

pletive sense (among other things) to the main verb. 
f$ is used primarily with active (rather than 
passive) verbs. 

e.g. 3T6% Hm : He completed to eat rice. 

3F& F*? : He gave the message. 

4% f-7 - : I wrote the letter immediately. 

-3 n q T 2  : I go to school immediately. 

(b) The modal also occurs with the main verb in 
the form v-stem+s. It can most conveniently be 
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translated by the English modal 'keep'. e.g. 

r Q i B  : He keeps eating. 

363 fm zfm m-fl : He kept eating peanuts 

that day. 

c. Verbal Constructions with pkr : 

i$m at the end of verbal constructions expresses presump- 
tion. 

(a) It can occur with all finite verbal constructions descri- 
bed above except the future persumptive ending in -m 
(no. 9 above). is an invariant form and does not 
show agreement for person, number and gender. 

e.g. a @m : He would probably eat 

* WV4? @W : He probably ate 

3; WF$@6? S ifRfT : He would probably be eating 

(b) e h  can also occur with the non-finite participial 
forms of the verb (imperfective -t, perfective -@, and 
continuous *?). In this case, however, will agree 
for person, number and gender. 

e.g. * di #TI : I may be eating. 

r di p i  : He may be eating. 

*8 WW? #bm : I might have eaten. 

* WT@ @m : He might have eaten. 

J* m 1  $m, : He might have eaten. 

3 me? @T . I may be eating. 

fmf W@T @VT : You may be eating. 
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3; NV~T? T ~ T  : He may be eating. 
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EXERCISES 

A. Use the appropriate form of @q~ : 

e. g. 1197 : @? ~1 @TT 

TT9 91- TR W- @TT 

?gs? d% * i i t  g h  
f5a ~ 5 ~ @ 1  f i~3 VT&T 

1. q k~rn) w 0 

2. am lr%T ;rm* 

3. itit gFarii ~7Tq%? T3 

4. h? TTi5T 31 
5. hi? ~ f *  

6. hi? m 

7. hi?mr fd 

8. TTT Wr(t e 

9. mqi EJ 

10. w;if 7&1 

11. @i?SWT C\ $2 

12. 4 qm* 
13. $ aft 
1 4 .  F? Tfb? 3Ff 

15. wi? fBq? 



B. Insert the appropriate form of the main verb in the blank 
space in each of the following sentences : 
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w 

C. Answe~ the following questions with the appropriate form 
of the main verb with 

e. g. (a) T F ~ I  FTT$ ? ~~5Tmst 

(b) as im FIIT FTW ? RrT &v 

Notice that the first answer in the example above has the 
completive sense and the second answer shows ability 
only. 

1. te?Jiigsmisrg? 

D. Fill in the blank spaces with the correct fornis of (a) . ~ 3 ,  

3. T -  (completive) 
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Lesson 9 

Structure of the Negative Verbal Forms 

The negative particle is incorporated into the verbal form in 

basically three different ways-(i) after the verb, (ii) before the 
verb, and (iii) in a limited wa.y between the main verb and the 
auxiliary. 

1. After the verb : 

(a) The negative occurs after the auxiliary and carries the 
number person markers, if any. 

e.g. *T : (he or she) is not 

: (he or she) is not 

f ~ q  : (he) was not 

675 : (they) are not 

: (they) are not 

fqp;r? : (they) were not 

( b )  In verbal constructions involving only main verbs 
without auxiliaries also the negative occurs after the 
verb and carries the number and person markers. This 
would apply to simple present and simple past. 

e.g. ~ Z T  : (he) does not go 

aWy : (you) don't go 

SPq : (he) did not go 

m5FiW : ( I )  did not eat 
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+t : (he) did not read 

dk*;! : (they) do not go 

d%i? : (you) don't go 

Tm. : (they) did not go 

m@ : (we) did not eat 

e~ : (they) did not read 

(c)  It is to be noted that all verbal constructions that 
involve an auxiliary have their negative counterparts 
by negating only the auxiliary. 

: (1) have eaten 

: ( I )  have not eaten 

: ( I )  will eat 

: ( I )  will not eat 

: ( I )  would eat 

: ( I )  would not eat 

: ( I )  am eating 

: ( I )  am not eating 

: ( I )  was eating 

wit fqe : ( I )  was not eating 

2. Before the verb : 

The injlmctive, the imperative, the future in -W and all the 
non-finite verbal forms including the infinitival have their nega- 
tive counterparts by prefixing q-. e.g. 

Injunctive : ms mm't: 
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Imperative : 

m1x 

;TW 

mlFJ 

aaqtity 

-wit9 
Future in -W : qi$q~ 

mTm 
* T ~ F T I  

Nonfinite : T?!T~T? 

rn 
an? 

: don't eat 

: don't eat 

: don't go 

: don't go 

: (please) don't eat 

: (please) don't go 

T E ~ ~ T ?  
'rnTrn;T 
;Tm%i%m 

3. In only two constructions, namely the narrative tense and 
the past habitual is it the case that the negative is inserted 
between the main verb and the :iuxiliary. 

* 
b 

e.g. a w*? : I fell down, I, find. 

a dmO : I did'nt fall down, I find. 

?dl ncp : He went, I find. 
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*W : He did'nt go, 1 find. 

9 VFG : I used to eat. 

3 B F ~ G  : I was not in the habit of eating. 

PP? B;m : He used to work. 

d ?1;19 d ~ q t  : He was not in the habit of working. 

( i i )  d 3- 
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Jlrf 
a~il 

2iI 

(iii) a W 

EXERCISES 

A. ( a )  Answer the following questions in negative fijrm (in 
full sentence) : 
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( b )  Change all verbals into negative : 

e.g. q~f'i'i T T ~  TT 

mf% qm VT? 
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4 Change the following main verbs into negative : 

C .  Change all the negative verbals into affirmative and the 
affirmative into negative : 
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D. Match the sets and turn the appropriate verb into its 
negative form : 

(a )  < 5 ~ -  m~ lrp7 ( a )  qnnl c~ TB* ~ d f  

( b )  +i T I ~ ~ B  r l ~ p f  ( b )  md% ~qa w$ O 

( c )  J& 9r~ar-I ( c )  i9 r i+w~~$mwit  
( d )  fihTt &* mf ( d )  * f ~ 3  sq 

( e )  3; V+IT yt f s ~  fff* ( e )  TFT~  - f + i h  @ wit 

E. (a) Make a suitable choice from the three alternatives, 
and 

( b )  turn the main verb of the clause you select into its 

negative counterpart. 

1. ~ " W T ~ T  ( a )  ~m my%) f ~ r ~ q  
( b )  VTirWiiq 

(c) s m a r  

2. f@~mi~m ( a )  a n m ~ m a M  
( b )  ~ m s m * + f g ~  C\ 

(c)  I ~ w ~ B Z ~ T & ~ T ~ T  
E\ 

3 WW l y t + r ~  (a)  a m  m% T mil wry 

( b )  a s l w - ~ v ~ 5 m y ~ ~ 8 ?  
(c )  a m  mq T wir m 3 ; ~  

4. ~ ' Z ~ & ? J T +  ( a )  *TT, 

( b )  

(c)  .itad$ 



86 Intermediate Nepali Structure 

5 .  9 ~ ~ T @ . z T  (a) * ~ @ r ~ y + t $  

(b)  ~flw$fm&?3 U 

(c )  ~ f k T  $ 8 ~ )  0 

6 .  TTrlW- (a) ~q ~ f k  RT* 

(b) yq @Z mp 
(c) ar a TT?~  WPW fqy 

7. J ' ~ J T ? ~  ( a )  +'?if ~~%Y$TT=, 

(b)  T M * W ~ ~  
(c) dt**$ 

8. M* (a )  W ~ W T T ~  
(b) ~ * W T T ~ W  

(c) TfTR w'iFW3 

9. g M m ~ a '  (a )  z r ; m M  W, 
(b)  m ~ 3 m  
(c)  m sf77@? T5y 

0 .  w (a)  r i ; ~ ~ . ~ ~ i i t ~ y  
(b)  ri;mritri;?rn\ 

(4 m-. 
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Verb Types 

In this section we shall discuss the system of verb stems 
in Nepali that form a series. Unlike English and many other 
languages, verb stems in Nepali have related forms for transi- 

tive, intransitive, causative, and passive. The most convenient 
account for these relationships is as follows. 
Nepali verbs can be classified and understood best in terms 
of a basic stem and the corresponding derivative stems. Each 
basic stem has a corresponding causative stem. And, further- 
more, for each of these stems (namely, basic and causative), 
there is a corresponding passive stem, thus providing a series of 

four verbal stems. 
The following chart provides an overall picture. 

Basic Causative 

v Y = w  
3. 4 

Passive WW Y W  

It is useful to classify the basic stems into two types, (i) transi- 
tive-basic, and (ii) intransitive-basic. The following provides 

a sample list. 

Passive Basic Causative Causative Passive 

w T 9 w  9 w  'to eat' 



88 Intermediate Nepali Structure 

%iEp ahrq 'to cover' 

Pfa% =.g W T !  mw 'to read' 
f~ fe kmq f ~ q  'to give' 
f%! fqq f m ~  frn'a 'to drink' 
' 4 K q  qia?[ <=Uq 'to break' 

sfr3 Il;i *q snq 'to do' 

Passive Basic Causative Causative Passive 

iri;?[ 5% -W =W 'to cry' 

@fq & ir'wq 'to laugh' 
afq a)3;J qkw 'to run' 

*% =?! mrq qqw 'to be made' 

rfqg mT! m V  W W  'to fall' 

4 f t  rn -q m m  'to get 
broken' 

The passive forms of intransitives do occur but are not ex- 
tensively used. 

Examples of Use and Meaning Distinction. 

Basic Gft my' : I ate rice. 

Passive (WE) m~q? : Rice was eaten (by me) 

Causative +?i ~ m g  WW' O : I had Shyam eat rice. 
(I caused Shyam to eat rice) 

Causative Passive (qaa) 5mmf : Rice was caused (by me) 
na ~=frQi? to be eaten by Shyam. 

As can be noted, in each of the passive sentences, the 

origlnal object becomes the subject and the verb agrees with 
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it. The original subject then takes the instrumental post- 

position WZ. 

Basic Tm 7h't : Ram cried. 
Passive ( T ~ E )  mmq? q?g h? : Shyam's death was. 

mourned (by Ram). 

Causative ~ m @  am? : Ram made Shyam cry. 
Causative Passive TT91E 59m (ma) W W h  

Shyam was caused (by Ram) to cry. 

There is one more causative construction that needs to be 
mentioned. A periphrastic causative is formed by using the 

verb (or m y )  in construction with the infinitival form 
of the basic transitives and some of the basic intransitives 
(those that are active) as well as their causative counterparts. 

Thus : m ' ~ $  : .to have someone eat 

5mj;i W g  : to cause to have someone eat 

-9 : to make someone cry 

aTq : to cause to make someone cry 

G?? ~ i - g  en? arp' : I had Ram eat. 

4s (m irE ) 7nW3Ff 5qrn;r 7 ~ e  : I caused (Shyam) to 

fffa have Ram eat. 

4d TTwTI* mw : I made Ram cry. 

4d (m m ) T ~ M  B- 3' : 1 caused (Shyam) to 

fffa make Ram cry. 
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EXERCISES 

A. Supply the causative form to complete the second clause : 
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B. Change the forms of the causative in your answers of B 
as shown : 

C. Insert the appropriate forins of the verb in the Past Habi- 
tual in the blank spaces provided : 



Verb Types 93 

D. Change the forms of verbs you have used in C into their 
negative counterparts as in the following : 

E. Select the appropriate one from the given alternatives to 
complete the sentence : 

1. WTTWT FETJ p ~ d t  ~t (a) m n ~ q  m: T mM Tfq ~ 3 '  .a 

(b) r n d ; ! ~ r n T f % & ?  c, 

(c) srrPi ~ f q  ~ a f ~ ; ~ a  7 q ~ d  * 
&3 

(d) mm * h.f~3 0 7 qf3 m$ L 

3 .  TRT$?FZ rn (a) WFT - ~~3 
(b) -3 

(c) m m  

(d) m;r qf9;;~1 
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4. Trq 7 T h T  T~TT (a) m 
(b) T r n T  

(c) q m  m y  
(d) P;STJ;T F T ~ T ?  

5 .  mil (a) -;r 
(b) -f$ 

(c) R m. 
(dl n Fmrf 
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The Tnfinitival Forms 

(a) The infinitival form of the verb in -3 is a nominal. It 
occurs in the usual nominal function such as subject. 
e.g. 

F 3  m a  61 : Walking is a good exercise. 

f- 9 m m  B : Walking every day is necessary. 
(It is necessary to walk every 

day). 

(b) It  also occurs as a grammatical subject in illdirect con- 
structions. e.g. 

*Fnf fmd -3 d : I need to go to Chicago. (It is 
necessary for me to go to 
Chicago). 

f ~ ~ d  B : 1 have tb go to Chicago. 

f 3 : I t  is right for me to go to 

Chicago. 

2. Forms in v-;r : 

(a) This form of the infinitive is used in the object func- 
tion. e.g. 

a m;m *;r q?+z : 1 like to walk. 

9 BF? O P ~ T T  i5m O : 1 consider it a waste tc walk. 
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(b) v- i7 form is also used in compound constructions in- 
volving modals such as @, q, m@lF% e.g. 

3 t ~  +fq : to allow to go 

mq+m3 : to be able to go 

3- ?;rrT3/T! : to begin to go 

Ram allowed his son to go to  the market. 

fami B r n  WT & 

The sick man is not able to play soccer. 

After she reaches home, she will begin to sing songs. 

(c) v- 7 form is also used when contained in a verbal con- 
struction, particularly to express the idea 'in order to' 
or 'for the purpose of'. In this construction it can 
optionally occur with the postposition TI d~le. 
?dt w am? : He sat down to eat. 

9 ~h fg;q 3 j n T  nf : I went to the stores to 

f m ?  ? ; r f ~  buy a shirt. 
fu;s?wg 

Other similar constructiol~s without the obvious mean- 

ing of 'purpose' can be with main verbs such as T$, 
-2, etc. e.g. 

3 VT;T .Tttp+ : I want to eat. 

9 qwt &B * : I cause a fighting. 

V m ~ m *  9 : I begin to eat. 
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(ii) fm FIS WT - u ~r6 
ti* w P 
m m s ; r '  U T d  

F h i  F@ 
m =% 
m Fq U 

$.3 *" 
kl 
3w u 
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(ii) m 

Tq 

fqw 
7rFiq * 
F=r 

3w 
w 3  

@.=f 
'9w 
U 

EXERCISES 

A. Tick mark one of the five alternatives that does not match 
with the left side : 

1. 4% f a m  m '0 (4 mi 
(b) * h $;%* 
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2. T ~ T W T ~ ~ X  (a) dt m- 
(b) v * @ 

(c)  

(a) m rnh, 

4. artg ~ e f f i t  f9~1 (a) ~6 .. 
(b) fm 
(c) fv m b 

(d) w * ~  
(e) 6 

(a) *, 
(b) arfs G;! 
(c) m mrj$;! 

(d) *a 37 
(e) *;r 

B. Translate the followiilg sentences into Nepali : 

1. T wanted to walk. 
.) 



Intermediate Nepali Structure 

2. To walk is ood. 

3. I have to study Nepali. 

4. To study Nepali is a great fun. 

5. To study Nepali is to speak it and to speak it is to use 
it to do research in Nepali. 

C. Make simple Nepali sentences of your own employing the 
infinitives you used in C .  

D. Select the appropriate form of the infinitive : 

1. ..'.*.(x;;I, U m) m**...* (rl;l', r l i )  vt G;B I 

2. 9Tl$ TVf?f"*"' (W?, m) ii+dTw~ B;T I 

3 .  ~m? TTsm3?""** (F", HW) B ~ Z  B? I 

4. - * . - - *  (q, W) w * . * - ~ -  (i$w, 6As) $8 f I 
5. Y ~ T $  ~ m m o l - . * * . ~ ( ~ a ,  Y o  wa)  - fm? I 
6. f$mrritrn tf3dt0.*- (f~;;r, f%.r) *%t fprdr I 

7. 9 vkr. (m;r, m a )  m qww2 I 
8. d* . .** . (w~,  ~ T T )  TWTTF% 3 I 

9. q$p m m---.-* (k?, 8 ~ )  v77 in.*****  ( ~ ~ 3 3  
m a )  m7 I 

I 0. fi;if+$ q ~ n  F ~ J  . . ( ~ 5 ,  m ) WF~WT mfrl m- 
Zmzf;C% I 
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Review of the Llifferent Forms of ~3 

Certain forms of the verb Y;;3 are invariantly used in definable 
grammatical functions. These fixed forms should be memorized 
simply as separate lexical items. 

( i )  It is used in conditional constructions. 

e.g 
mdt E? v i  : If that is the case . . . 
iq? w? : If she goes . . . 

ww ? . If I got (that) . . . 

(ii) U? is also used to mean 'speaking of'. In this use U? 
behaves like another particle w$. 

e.g. f-T v? c h  : Speaking of tea, we don't 

have any. 

719 Y ? WVf? : Speaking of Ram, he did 
come. 

~rsm Y$ +i : Speaking of the Ramayana, 
6) Fa c. I have read it: 

q*-(i) It is used in naming constructions to mean 'named', 
'called', etc. 

e g .  m ~ * d  : the place named Banaras 

T ~ V *  h? : the boy called Ram 

a n  W* ~1 : the thing called potato 
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(ii) I t  is also used as a complemeiltizer to embed sent- 
ences. e.g. 

au~? m~ v* (F?) ~ F * F  

my 
They don't know how it is to be improved. 

to improve it. 

@? anr e en:d s* (577) nrrmf wjg h 
Ram does not know that we eat ,meat. 

mar qd U 4 u* (-7) arifn F d d  
The news that we are listening to the Ramayana 

stories spread all around. 

YTT-WS is used in comparative constructions. 

e.g. ~ 1 3  UTT V T T ~  e 
Shyam is more intelligent than Ram. 

Tm YTT V9m T d  

Shya~n is less intelligent than Ram. 

PZI - -  YTT dw a rl57 ge 
Writing is more difficult than reading. 

arlmm w q r  avi7 i t a ~ 7  0 0 y%a?qr -7 th 
There is nowhere a peak higher than the Mount 
Everest. 

2 ;if--(i) ~ q ?  is used to imply 'in order to', 'for'. In this con- 
struction it occurs only with the non-finite verbal in 
the infinitive ending in -7. 

e.g. famfs;i;r u ~ ?  aaq~~vq*  
I went to the bazar in order to buy tea. 
na r ~ q  wf? mn a rlq? 

Ram went to school to study. 



Review of the Different Forms of y;3 
. 

srm srjr mi? PPTS m?(n $hi'? B 
Shyam is in the river to catch fish. 

(ii) It is also used in reported speech. 

e.g. 3 ~ 4  m rn 4 WT? m? 
He told that he would go home. 

JTR? m w a  O wq? Gw? 
He wrote that he would go home. 

3 wm wit 2 ul? w+ qmi? .J 

He made (them) hear that he was eating rice. 

In this construction d can replace ~q?. But is an 
adjectival and it can be followed by a noun like ~ i ?  cr f ~ w  
or M T  optionally . 

No noun is used after YT?. 

w;rf can optionally be deleted if the main verb is one of the 

forms of q. e.g. 

n* am mo (wit) u;dt 
Ram said that he would eat rice. 

v*-I~ has exactly the same two uses of u;i? as above. 

e.g. U ~3 3 m~ wf : I became ready to eat meat. 
w8-z 

7PV?Feu;r?qa?m* : Ram lighted the lamp in 
V37 order to read. 

3 6  ~f S U W? ~d : He told that he was catch- * ing fish. 
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( i i )  T WF M ~ 2 ,  FR ,, *d 

( i v )  3 ~ T E T K  W, O iTc 9 9 ~3 mW 
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( v )  d f f k f S r n d ~ , t K ~ % F  h~ 
m M s :  
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EXERCISES 

A. In the blank spaces provided below, use one of the follow- 
ing forms of Y?;1: 

Y*/w~?, Y*, and Y? 

m fm an.. . . . .me?.fm m.. . . . . i k r i ; m s r  vit I 

F ~ S  ...... *'t h ? r  a* I 9 fqm 7 3 ~ 3 ~  <-... 0 ... 
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m3da f t~&fm?t - ' fh . . . . . .mmd*  I 

q...... ~rn? 7 & ~ t  rrm U q.. .. ..m H;dt I mt 9m 
0 

m *... ..*- F* I imit 6) p? srv ,m ...... ...... 
0 

...... ...... TT.. . . . .  m m  w-ra I WIP mi? ~ 2 i t  S * rn 
...... ...... M a s r d r  1 ;if T$ * dt * m 

wit I M...... dtm-t fd ......@& d T T $  

...... wew~@w,m;R* i  md$wm 
WT aar *T*T T&TT.. ... . ~ l &  & ~ d  k r  7n$ I 

B. Use ~ i *  to join the following pairs of sentences : 

C. Join the following pairs of sentences with Y$. The given 
sentences may not be in the order they will appear in your 
answers. 
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D. Make a suitable selection from among the alternatives 
given to complete the sentences : 

l . q f 8 m ~ r ; a  ( a )  & ~ ~ T ~ T M F T T $  u;it 

( b )  v ; n M n s m $  ~ 
(c)  w i r n m $ *  

2. ~7  fag^^^ (a )  V T T ~ ~ ~ ; B  u 

( b )  v k  BOT< wg fam 
(c)  v 3  trO mm, 
( a )  v ; i t M  PTS~ 

( b )  v * * m  
(c) & ~ ~ ~ ? @  

4. q ~ q  ~ ; r  @il (a)  w;t WITS "i~tzF; qdr 
( b )  v;aqfqm?T ~3 
(c )  H ~ ? ~ ~ V I R T $  

5 .  9 * g7t v% u ( a )  ~ ; ~ T W ~ F W T T G T $  

(b) H* mt vfl 
(c)  v*mvmmi? 

6 .  ifsi?lr arg? mft ( a )  -3 mi df?R 8m 
( b )  3&;if7dk+kt 

(c) V*T GI7 ql+?fm $ f d  
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Adverhials 

(1)  Nepali uses many of the adjectives also as adverbs: for 

example 

G? ma! : many people 

s fit WB : He eats a lot 

TIT3 @ : a nice thing 

smi'bih : He speaks well 

W? : a little water 

a xi?+ : He says very little 

(2) Nepali derives numerous adverbs of manner by adding the 

postposition d or ftT8 /&I to an abstract noun. e.g. 

: comfortably 

: gladly 

: happily 

aafimlwr* : pleasantly 

~3~tf~/?~im : pleasantly 

(3) Time adverbia!~ using the participial form of the verb 
ending in -?iT is used in the following sentences : 

a m-3 gridr w't m:dt 
The bell rang when I got to school. 
m~aFfe57mm 
I am afraid when T ride the bus. 
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m,pr m 3 6  f* 
It  is not proper to talk when studying. 

These participials in their duplicated forms have an implication 
of reason modifying the main verb. 

e.g. ~ ~ ? ~ a ~ a f ~ q d  : l a m t i r e d o f  speaking conti- 
nuously. 

*T KFm fm?t : The time passed playing conti- 
nuously. 

The emphatic form of the above will indicate a point in 
time. e.g. 

ird ?kt aiktFi X mf g a t  
He arrived when 1 was speaking. 

a *T d+ nna d k e ~ ~ t  
The night fell when I was going. 

(4) Participials in -2 can also be used as adverbials of manner. 

e.g.  $* qk~? : (he) spoke crying 

do f!!~q?t : (he) walked eating 

z(@ O ~1rlgt : (he) went running 

Duplicative version of this gives a distributive sense. 

e.g. 3s G ahsf : (he) continued crying as he spoke 

g$ :$ mi? : (he) continued running 2s he came 

3d qk* q f a  W* : He continued speaking as he ate 

(5) The conjunctive participle of certain verbs in -v can also be 
used adverbially. e.g. 

@k ~ l d t  : (he) spoke laughingly 
*7 m't : (he) completed reading 



*I"dt : (he) came running @ 

( 6 )  ~bsolutive participle in -a in duplicated forms can be 
used as manner adverbials. 

e.g. d @ i iW ~ ; d  : He told the story laughing 

r irf 7% PFB : He reads crying 

TPTTT~~?@& - Ram sings sleeping 

Abstract n o u n + f ~ / % -  



~ntermediate Nepali Structure 

q 

m ** 
a 
m 
35 
m 
~~ 

a 

-?- 

(1)  

( i i )  
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EXERCISES 

A. Join the following pairs of sentences turning one of the 

main verbs into time adverbial in -m each time : 

e.g. ~m m gnil I 
F T ~ T  ~ q ?  I : (a )  T F T W ~ ~ ~ F & T ~ *  

( b )  *d7Tqw* 
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B. Combine the following pairs of sentences changing the main 
verb of the first clause into duplicated absolutive parti- 

ciple : 

lo. k f a g J T v q  I h ~ 3  VTW n t  I 

C. ( a )  Rewrite your sentences in B replacing the . dupli- 

cated absolutive participles by conjunctives. 

( b )  Change the absolutive participles of your sentences 
in B into duplicated emphatics. 
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D. Tick mark the phrase that does not agree with the preced- 
ing part of the sentence: 

( a )  a r m r t ~ h  37 
(b )  arnrrfira v y 
( c )  m 9  m"iamq;i 
( d )  ~ m m ~ a m ,  

( a )  VTM~TZTTT~ U 

(b )  q*vm q- 
(4 *ha%@ 
( d )  sm$*@r 

3. F~TMTRTT ( a )  V T E ~ ~ ~ R  fmbt 
(b)  Tmm *m q 

(4 -w 
( d )  m. 
(a)  9 ~ ~ 3  @My 
(b )  mm @- 
(c)  gqt  m a -  
( d )  qwaGl?M 

( a )  Jm;dtra @ a * sf-1 
(b )  qmt 47 3 m* 
(c)  PIT;B 

(d)  m b d i  fkf2* 
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Conditional Constructions 

There are two basic devices for conditional constructiolls in 
Nepali, one using U? (o r  its variants) and the oiher using 

*$ (o r  its variants). There is also a third variety that uses 

neither. 

I. Y? c o n d i t i o n a l s  

A. ( i )  This construction si~nply adds the word U? to a 

complete (finite) clause in any aspect or tense 
except the future. This clause then states the 
condition. e.g. 

a .  qF8 Y? 9 ~7 q m  u 

If l ~ e  goes, I go, too. 

i ~ 6 i  W ~ T ?  s Y? m an7 
If he has (already) eaten, don't force him ( to  

eat again). 

is? fs713? 8 Y< g?jt ~lljt* 

If he is sick, he will not come here. 

All of the above sentences identify a condition under which 

cn action will take place. The first clause is in a present tense 
form; the sccol~cl clause can be in the present, future, or 

imperative form. 

( i i )  When the first clause occurs in the (simple) 



Conditional Constructions 117 

past, it siinply introduces an element of 'less 

probability'. e.g. 

If I went tc Nepal, I would visit Pashupatir~aih 

for 'darshan' . 

U .  Another conditional construction involvillg y? has the 

structure v 4  @ V?. I t  uses a frozen infinitival form 
that does not agree for number and gender. 

If I am to go, trai~sportation has to be arranged. 
You are 

fi?? & 5) ~3 VW3 mf ~rnJimFIf U 

fmi* 
mrse* 

If I am to drink, good drink has to be brought. 

You are 

Notice that the constructioil here is the same as 
the sentence connective FP* 6) Y? 'in that case', 
'if the case be'. 

~3 has a1 ternative fr'ee-variant forms Y WW and 
it's collapsed version V:;tfR with no difference ia 
meaning, whatsoever. 

The first clause in this constructioi~ occurs in thc 

non-finite f b r n ~  v-? or v - v ?  ( t o  indicate proxirn:lte 
and perfective aspects, respectively). 
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e.g. 3i d YT ~fliit WE ~q 

If he is to go, his brother will go, too. 

r = r * ~ y a t ~ i t a n ~ q  * fe 
If he were to go, his brother would go too. 

3 i ~ 4 - ~ 9 3 ~ t ~ ~ s h  - 
Tf he has gone, his brother will go, too. 

When the second clause is in the past unreal, the entire 

conditional sentence refers to a hypothetical situation in 
the past. e.g. 

If Pam had gone, his brother would have gone, too. 
(But Ram did not go). 

awq mpif Hq r( f* fqW 
If I had taken the medicine, I would be well. (But 1 did 

not take it.) 

and WMV, the free variants of H9, can optionally 
cccur in this construction without any change in meaning. 

TI I. The third variety of conditional construction simply 
uses the non-finite participial form of the verb in -P 
to state the condition, e.g 

J : If Ram goes, his bro- 
ther goes. too. 

q* If Ram is going, his 
brother will go, too. 

fi f-1 If Ram were to go, his 
brother would go, 

too. 
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mi? If Ram went, his bro- 

ther went, too. 
&, If  Ramisgoing, let his 

b~ other go, too. 
If Ram is going, his bro- 

ther might go, too. 

*$ * *@ T h  ftq : If I do, nothing will happen. 

da'~ngnaPhmh : If I eat, Ram will eat, too. 
WFn If I eat, Ratn will probably 

eat, too. 

WFB If I eat, Ram will eat, too. 

a d  mi? Tm f2q m& qfq fzq? 
If Ram answered well, Shyam answered well, too. 

% 

9T T% TT7* ~T ??w? : If I wrote, he wrote, too. 
dd 3i fi *h : If I am writing, he will write, too. 

&?n I i  I am writing, he will probably 
write, too. 

3- If I write, he writes, too. 

The participial -p in this construction has alternative forms 

-v and -@f@ with no difference in meaning. 
Notice that -p can replace -3 ~ g ,  -c$) W Y ~  and, V$ condi- 
tionals. 

( i )  m m m% * q m c E s  J 
m* Jd 
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( i i i )  4% 9- W- Y$ ~m qf ;~  ~ ~ 4 . 3  
@?r ~b T Q T ~ ~ S  

? 3 O  ~2 I;?$. 
mi? mTyW W T J ~ ~  

rnBT sii: w;fs 

( i v )  a 3~ v3 a c k 3 ~  
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( i )  f ~ ~ f  v~ri W% VT a-rs 
d WT? 
- 
& afm.ity 
k* TTZT Tr* 'q r r f i q  
&r"r 
m 
?it *a 
@I 
mrg 
TT4 q;TT 

( i i )  ks?3 xm wq*? vv~ q gf% 7 3 ~ 3  

acrr??f?T 
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( i i i )  ma? 



EXERCISES 

A. Select the appropriate conditional clause in the following : 

I .  (a )  ~ W P X ~  * 
( b )  s v n i r d @ *  

(c )  9 m ~ w ) w  
. . . . . . . . . - ryFr  gq 

2. (a )  e3 M WR$? UP 

(b) irftm W@fsq* 
(c)  9*&@ * 

. . . ... . . . m m:ar 
3. (a) mqw WP 

(b) W-T 
(c)  *tTyWdt v* 

4. (a) & m m \ r ~ m s H v p  
(b)  mrrF;rmlqT~mrlif* 

(c)  ~ r F ; r ~ r n ~ *  

. . . . . . . . . 3;rm ma f* 
5. (a) T&T f d  ~3 

(b )  d*v 
(4 cvz 

. . . . . . ... 3*f ii;rm 
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B. Change the co~tditionals with U? into -q : 

e.g . J?$ 9- m~," s3 q f c ~ i  ~f ar;8 
rih qs U my dii4-i q f ~  WTG$ 

1 .  ~ i t 3  Tfa m s f  w% flPflS %f$qr i h r  

2. & mft ST$$  st a ~f;r a ~ ~ l  U 

3. f@ y* s4 rn"t5T qrlr wrT~;jrl% 

4. Tl-lT q d  ~4 f&~ 5% 

5. mydt v3 m f $ ~  

6. f ~ a  h 6 ~  qS FTTW? V'1 &f-TF'~?tq 

C. Rewrite the following sentences replacing -q conditionals 

by W? : 
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D. Construct the conditional clauses to complete the sen- 
tences with the words given : 

2. 7 T I ~ > r n  3mt 53 fq* 

iTrT TTTgrY : 

3.  TI? 9: a& U f& 
wf4 mP : 

0 u 

4. TIP ;rrm $3 fq$ 
~ i w  u : 

5 .  a~7 v;lr ~ ? 3  f~"' 
~ W T T T ; ~ ~  n~ .z : 
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Sentence Connectives 

The important sentence connectives in Nepali are the following: 

A. q~?'@ 'therefore', 'for this reason' e.g. 

~ m @ ? m ? p , s t i t @ f  * f @ m m m  
d q  

It is very cold in the mountains, therefore in winter people 
go to the Terai to earn a living. 

Other fairly common expressions are also used to express the 
idea 'therefore'. 'as a result', etc. 

( i )  Z* 'for that reason' 

( ii) Forms involving the word M 

~rnm 
t m  

( i i i )  Expanded version of the above 

m Q;& ?m *& 
(iv) A further expanded version of the above 

mgnvri;irRf i 9 R d n a f  

(v)  The emphatic versions of all the above to mean 

'for this very reason' 
that 

sir m ( d )  (M) 
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icRi TITI (a) (nd) 

(vi)  Another emphatic expression coinmol~ly ~ ~ s e r i  is 

q*T?/iqiiT? 

B. ( i )  f8;;le 'because' 

This is the direct counterpart of f~;l 'why'. 
f ~ ?  'why' (what reason) 

f q ~ ?  'because' ( the reason beink. . . ) 

e. g . a f ~ s  a w ~  nst ?  fa^? wnf aih f~;a fsqi 
Why did he go to the market? Because he had 

to buy a shirt. 

In  a complex sentence, unlike English, the f a d  
clause cannot begin the sentence. 

Beczuse he was sick, Jchn couldn't come to class. 

or, John couldn't col-uc to class because he was 
sick. 

7t;r BFITTi qTJ? 8%1, ~TTY? m fq7m7 frl* 

( i i  ) Because of the F ~ c t  that the expression identi- 
fies n reason ( a  cause), it is possible to use it to 
mean 'because' ( that is, 'the reason b e i . ~ ~ ' )  with non- 
finite c311slructions. 

e.g. fq7~7m? g;rrii 7)it;r tartr m* q h  

Because of being sick, John couldn't come to 

class. 
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Similarly, 

G? W F d  

mFt@ a; qw dm 
mpm d 

Because of overeating, he has put on a lot of 
weight. 

C. To express the meaning 'in that case', Nepali uses 

( i )  d H9 'this being the case', 'if that be the case? 

In that case I can't go to Kathmandu 
This being the case 

As can be seen from the above constructions, other similar 
forms would be available, too. 

& HY 'that being the case', 'in that case' 
J?iY 

e.g. wtr7 ~p w *q BZ rlgt 

In that case Ram went home, too. 
If that be the case 

J* uq T19 i m 3 T  m 
In that case Ram would probably go to 
If that be the case Kathmandu. 

( i i  ) Another form to express 'in that case' is 

Wit@ ~ ' t  'in this case' 

and its counterpart 

mh 6) H% 'jn that case' 
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..... D. Though. yet 

p...... m f q  (common forms) or, 
qafq. ..... mfir (literary farms) 

Though there is a regular bus service from Kathmandu 

to Birganj, yet Ram reached there on foot. 

safq artr 0 errst 4% wrrqs T-? p, azrrfq r mn U ~lik 
Though one s health would improve if meat was 

eaten, yet he doesn't eat it. 

E. B U ~  a7 

John came to school today, but Linda didn't. 

9 9m m:3, 0 m mtr 0 

I eat fish, but I don't eat meat. 

~n j r  ;rfviitar$ f-7 Mi', urn$ 
He wrote a letter to his sister, but didn't write to his bro- 
ther. 

rr p m  id, m $&a vw 
I didn't go to Patan, but went to Dhulikhel. 

iimrrrqr am? $4*, a7 amq~zhr gg 
There is no cold in Banaras, but it is cCdd in ~ a t h m a n d u .  

F. And 7 ,  ~ f q ,  iaf are the common ones; 

WIT, my are literary. 
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Shyam, Ram and I eat meat. 

rrw, mm * (7 ,  d) f m  fm mtt gi! 

Paper, pen and book are friends of students. 

M u m , q , r r a r c . , m h a t  ( 7 , f i )  ymrt 
Sita ate rice, meat, pickle, mango and (drank) milk. 

r* 7 (*, a?) V k m T  f@ mi 
It snows in Sikkim and Bhutan. 

mzw %mTm 3 d f  s r i  f& 
g9 

His life passed in pain and agony. 

d@~ m (w,) dq$q n * s m  * gi! 
Literature and culture are the emblems of civiliza- 
tion. 

mr*nawmal(7,nh) yffm 

Ram eats rice and goes to school. 

3 ~ 6  ~i~"ff-t a1 (7 ,  dq) imrm d 7  3 ~ 1 3  
m*r ~ d t  

He bought a car and traveled the whole country 

by it. 

G .  Or qr, a m ,  dl, f~ 
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I go or Shyam goes. 

A book, a pen, or ink is needed. 

r d sr (n, a m ,  R) pi- ~pqy 94 

We don't know whether he lives or dies. 

st ~ 1 %  e, fii (sr, a m ,  sr) m 3  ? 

Is this medicine for taking or applying ? 
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EXERCISES 

A. Select one of the three alternatives to match with the 
main clause : 

I .  7mfmff@, (a) imir vq r ~g 

(b) zmit @ Va a 9??3 
(c) FRh @ 3, T B  

2. a~r$mmiTp, ( a )  f m f m  TRM p 
ads? 

(b) imri vwe ~v m 
qm 

3.  (a) b q ~ ?  3 1 ~ 5 7 ~  

(b) fmv? ma a;- 
(c) m *F ma JTT';-, mft m f m  TF;i 

qF=. 
4. ~m WTT f q ~  ~ ? t  e, (a) f M  Fmsrrf TTY) G h  

q-m 553 
(b) Tmit v w f l  Jnarfnqj 

G ~ i k  m 5% FP 

6 .  (a) p s & 
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(b) fq-3 9 91 * 
(c) q 9 ~ .  d, m JI m~ f ~ q  ~ r n  rlg? 

7. q ~rsrp* fqu (a) irl~? VT% 4 FTFT T$ 

(b) m 9 m zr$ 

(c) mfq 9 rn ni 

8. (a) f+;rw$vft i i  
(b) m r m  m;it $t rn 
(c) wft G t  **, wx-? fv7) w& 

9. $* f ~ +  mr qT mf, (a) fmvt m Y ? ~ T  

" r 5 6  

10. 3 ~ ~ ~ $ 7 t r m ~ m d ,  (a) ~ m r ~ ~ ~ 3 ~ ~ 7 n t v r a ~ ~  

(b) %;r* vm ~-vl 
(c) mi? vp urn 

B. Join the following pairs of sentences as directed : 
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C. Join the following sentences with @ as in the follo- 
wing : 

D. Reverse the order of the sentences in A and combine 
them with f ~ ~ 3  in the following manner : 

m r h 7 $ 1 m r ~ q i t 1  
m Fit fmv3 3 far47 8 I 
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Comparative Constructions 

(a) Comparative constructions in Nepali use the postposi- 
tion Y;TT, just as English uses than. (But the arder of 
elements is just the opposite of what it is in English). 

e.g. better than Shyam : ~ ~ ~ ~ V T T Y T V ?  

3919 Y:ZT TPT mi? s : Ram is better than Shyam 

The comparison can be between extended nominal 
phrases : 

n b r  av@ war WTTT *F@ rl7h my 
The people of the hills are poorer than the people in 

the plains. 

Since any nominal call be compared, verbal nominals in the 

infinitival form also can participate in this construction. 

e.g. W 7  Sl U;R wr U WE' ;trs : It is more difficult to do 
than to say. 

(b) Words like W and qq can optionally be used before the 

adjective to indicate a greater degree in comparison. 

e.g. PWW V ; ~ T  w : inore intelligent than 
VWi Shyam 
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Other intensifiers with different shades of meaning also can 
be used; such as d'h, h, 8RWl 'exceedingly', etc. 

(c) To indicate a lesser degree of equality, words such as 
W, d, dh, rifi, etc. will be obligatorily used. 

e g .  ~ ~ ~ W Z T W W Z ~ S  : Ram is less intelligent 
than Shyam. 

(d) The expression of the superlative degree is accomplished 

by prefixing tR and d (all, obsolutely all). 

e.g. 7W W U;n ~1 B : Ram is best (of all). 
?rim 

Generally. two constructions are employed for this purpose. 

(a) Use of words like 

=lf?t 
m : as much as 
mil 

TT9 d g  arat S : Ram is as intelligent as Shyam. 
d%Tt 

(i) dm? and -7 as marked modifiers will agree for 
number and gender : 

irr( q i 5 T 3 1 ~  d fafm : Ram is as laborious as 
the hill people. 
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wdt~  4 7  qm tn@ g G F  : The hill people are as 

courageous as Arjun. 

t r h  rfeq? mi? ~ s l $  : Sita is as ii~telliger~t as 
h~? sister. 

(ii) The words d 3 ,  q f g ~ l ,  jrfd have each a variant form 
with doable consonants : q f ~ ,  d m ? ,  and *&. 

(b) Comparison of equality is expressed also by using 
correlatives : 
t&/~fa ... ... ... qfaljrfrn? 
FpfrntIJfrnt 

... ?P&/* ... ... wai 
Shyam is as intelligent as : 79Tq F ~ T  (sit) B I ~  S 

Ram is qf8 (d) mi S 

Note that these constructions combine two simple sentences. 
Moreover, the 3- words are used with the person or thing 

identified as the standard (or reference) of comparison and 
the F q -  or 3- words go with the person or thicg compared. 

The comparisons can be emphasized, too : 

(i) By using a particle ? : 

T T ~  mr~ qf3 ? mat ra 
dmt 
aeii 

Ram is just as intelligent as Shyam. 

This applies to the correlatives, too. But in this case, 

ollly one of them-usually the one that refers to the 
person or thing compared-is emphasized (i.e. the Fa- 
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or 3- words take the emphatic form). 

A1 ternatively, 
... ... ~9f&/d& ... srf~/af& 
... ... . . m 



Interrnediute Nepali Structure 

( i )  ns rn dtr (4) -3 



Comparative Constructions 
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EXERCISES 

A. Join the following sentences as shown 

e.g. ~m q~? e I VWT WT ;ITS? FP I 

mm~~~mGirn?31 
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B. Rewrite the following comparative sentences in the 
way shown below : 

C. Reframe your sentences in B as the following and 
translate into English your new sentences: 

D. Rewrite the following sentences as directed : 
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Derivational Devices 

Nepali uses certain devices quite productively to change a word 
from one part of speech to another part of speech. 

(a) If a place noun ends in-m, a corresponding adjective is 
formed by adding-37 e.g. 

Usually, in general practice, the postposition w?P/* is 

added after the noun ending in-BT, instead of-a?. e.g. &&, 
m, etc. 
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(b) If the place name ends in -m, the is changed to *. 

(c) Place names ending in consonant simply add -$. 

The above adjectival forms can also be used to refer to 

people from those places. 

(d) Adjectivals from place names are also obtained by add- 
ing -q if the word ends in consonant, or by changing the 

final vowel to -8. e.g. 

WQn 41@ QF@ FJ;FFfT : oranges from Dhankuta 

q p  v* @ : hill cow 

6 g  +6 * ~ W I ?  : goat from the plains 

S m  -19 F!d fagT : tea from Ilam 

3h~ : pots made in Patan 

In general, adjectival forms in -4 are used only to modify 
objects and only somewhat non-politely, people. 
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2. An agent noun can be derived from a 'thing' noun by adding 

zm or WFn to it. e.g. 

d ~3fW- : yogurt seller 

atl C\ afmm/kr~arr;r : milkman 

f-1 frrtrm/fmm : rickshaw puller 

W -1- : store keeper 

m? m%Tm/zekFf : bearded man 

+a ~ ~ R V / ~ Z T T R  : a man with a turban 

~ T - I ~ T ~ T F I  : master of the house 

The feminine form of or im is mi. e.g, 

a m ?  n 

mmf 

3. An adjectival form is obtained from the verb in the infini- 
tive by charging -7 u to -3. e.g. 

d : people who eat rice * 

& $W : eating oranges (as 

opposed to cooking) 

d i i m ~ i  : people who go to 
0 

Kathmandu 

mmT?a S ~ I  W : the bus that goes to 

Kathmandu 

~ ' t  : road to Kathmandu 

T7 v T% f ~ w *  : students who read 
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T* F : reading book 

qf@ 3rd : reading place 

4. Abstract nouns are quite productively derived from action 
nouns in the infinitive by dropping -5 and adding -m. 

5. Duplication of a lexical item is used for various related 
meanings. 

(a) Emphasis 

~ ~ q i  ~ q l  : He certainly did 

, WS 5tm : He certainly will go 

(b) In the case of adjectives duplication de-emphasizes the 
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attribute indicated by that word. Most often this can be 
rendered by the -ish ending of English. 

e.g . 

init tkit : whitish 

7 F f t d  : reddish 

: kind of salty 

(c) A very important use of duplication in Nepali is for a 
kind of distributive meaning. e.g. 

i+ dm* q h i a  $d fap' 
I gave all of them five rupees each. 

swam a Mp3 - Wb 
Various great (at different times, from different places, 

etc.) have said 

7mTTmIqmk 0 

(Pick out and) give me good oranges. 

* r n " t % 7 * 7 ~ ~ ~ ~ a a ~  
Girls began dancing and boys began to play soccer. 

(d) Participial verbal forms in -Zr, when duplicated, indicate 
a repetitive action distributed over a period of time. 
e.g. 

B ~ & F W V ~ ~  : I got tired of speaking (for 
some time). 

m h  &a 3 s h ~ q  ; He became fat eating (over 
a period of time). 
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* * m  
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dm5 

Js;R 

m 5  

ifmr 

m 
-5 

EXERCISES 

A. Give the corresponding adjectival forms of the nouns in 
the following sentences : 

I .  mifm sm?r . . . . . . ( s )  wm $ xmar 
q*r m1 .) 
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...... (F") w,. ..... (m3. m) arm 7 . .  .... (*an) 
; 4 t f i m T r i t m & I  

......... (qm) 7Ta T ...... ~ f l  57i-a @ 
*? 1 

.($mi) q T.. ( m s )  d*. (Pm) ..... .... ..... 
T... . ..(~rnrn) mm fnm4 I 

...( 3itw0'v) * 7 ......... (m) *m fm ...... 
v f v 3 ~  I 

B. Change the infinitivals into abstract nouns in the follow- 
ing sentences : 
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lo. ~; f ;m?*** - . - (qa~)  3 u h -7 4% TTFS I 

C .  Match the sets : 
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Tick mark the suitable words : 

I .  (a). ..... (b) ...... d a I 

(a) ( 9  4% (b) (i) m* 
(ii) (ii) & 

(iii) ~%TF$ (iii) 

2. (a). ..... (b). ..... d I 

(a) ( 9  (b) (9 * 
(ii) ~ f l s ; t  (ii) T& 

(iii) ~t l41c (iii) w> 

3. (a). ..... (b). ..... W* qqrit I 

(a) 0 )  f+& (b) (i)  mw? 
(ii) m;it (ii) rn 
(iii) (iii) 

4. (a) ...... f ~ t  (b) ...... P T ~  g~ e ?  
(a) (i) * (b) ( 0  m$ 

(ii) (ii) m;f 
( i i i) b ~ {  

(iii), dt 
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5 .  (a) . . . . . . (b). . . . . .*,T ~ 4 %  g k  $ iq  I 

(a) ( 9  f+me (b) (i) 9 ~ 3  
(ii) f ~ ~ m  (ii) T Z T ~ ?  

(iii) k m  (iii) ~ m ?  
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Pronominal Series 

Nepali has a series of largely predictable pronominal forms; 
e.g. 

The series is in terms of 

1. P-words-this, here, this manner, etc. (demonstra- 
t ive-proximity) 

2. B (3)-words- that, there, that manner, etc. 
rn (demons trat ive-non-proximity) 

3. rC;-words-what, where, what manner, etc. 
(interrogative) 

4. 51-words-which, that, which manner, etc. (relative) 
(R and s/a forms are interchangeable) 

This is a pervasive phenomenon forming a system of re- 
lated series. A significant point to note is that unlike English.. 
Nepali has very clearly distinguished forms for the interroga- 
tive and the relative. 

(1) This b ~ o k  : dt f m  
That book : fm 
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Which book : 87 
The book which I got : t q  fihmg 44 

U 

(2) Here (this place) : q f  (dt as) 
There (that place) : i ~ f  (mf 5 6 )  

Where (which place) : q t  (w ;() 
(The place) where I went : %i 3 wf (qq  m j  q T@) 

u 

(3) This kind : (* f8i;fM) 

That kind : mf (* f d m )  

What kind ? : v;& ( 9 7  Wira )  

The kind which : q ~ ?  (qq  U f d q q )  

The following is an adequate list of such series for most 

practical purposes. 

Demonstrative Demonstrative Interrogative Relative 

(proximity) (non-proximity) 

(thing as a 
pronoun) dt tdf * 'what' 8 

(person as 
a pronoun) qf */a 'who' ti 
(as a deter- 
miner before 
a noun) df ?if 37 'which' a?r U 

(place) qi *lapi %i@ 'where' @ 
(kind) s-7 m?i?/mff ii;& mit 
(manner) m-3 t ~ ? / ~ - i ?  ~ 8 ~ 3  ~ 7 1  
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(manner) d m t f t / m f i  wafl wwft 

(manner) a TmitI3et wti nh 

(time) (now - . sn 
onward) 

(time) &eCi JF@/@ m d@ 
(right 
now) 'when' 

(direction) tm~/m ml m'T 

(size) ST? ?~it/mii W? 4 

(amount) Pfa d ~ l J f a  6 3  d q  

All of the above forms, if phonologically marked (i.e. end- 
ing in* or 7 )  will have an oblique form before postpositions. 
e.g. 

Some of the frequently used postpositions after the above 
oblique forms are gfq, aa, &, i',, VYq, fm, f m ,  mf, *, 
m, arfs, nz, 3fw, etc. 
The following a1terr:ative forms are quite COIX.WIOP in 
speech- 
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@- 
f& ql Fit I m fm? %i$ wd ? ... ... ... ... m m "' 
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it- 

(9 * 

( i i )  rit 
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(i i i)  st fB;mP nv? 3 I g ~ f m  ~ 1 s  ? 
B 
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sk am 

EXERCISES 

A. (a) Translate the following sentences into Nepali. 

(b) Make your own sentences in Nepali employing the 
relative pronouns in your translated sentences. 

1 .  Who came to school ? 

2. The boy who was playing outside went to school. 
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3. When did it rain ? 

4. When it rained I danced. 

5. Where did the birds sing ? 

6. The park where the birds sang was full of flowers. 

7. What was that ? 

8. The thing that you liked was expensive. 

9. What kind of book is that ? 

10. The kind of book you ask for is not here. 

B. Select the appropriate relative pronouns to fill the blanks : 

C. Match the sets : 
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D. Tick mark the suitable alternative : 

1. q ; r F a h ~ m m m ~  (a) i S m h & ~ r a m y h  
(b) 3Er 3 rn 
(c)  JFa m3 Fwd  

(d) m %m 3mT-s k-3 

2. Mt@trrtldd (a) r4@ i ST;! 
(b) me WmqF ti? 
(c) m-l w m p  4 i ~  
(a) rn IrrqF w;! 
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3. h f m f t ~ r n d f a ~ k  
(a) ri% W? mt fqw w;R 

m3 y;.cit 
(b) s Wr3 T$ 0 

(c) rl imrir U wT"f T$ m 
ei  

(d) mq;TP m 
0 

6) ira Tm: u;dr 

4. ~ w ~ T % T F ~ x * B $ -  (a) YERFIT$ WT T dt u;? 
ardf s% *sf*? 

(b) 3mf m 7 k v;if 
hr~f<* 

(c) m mr 7 3 v;it 
mm 0 

(d) -m m 7 3; u;? 
SmfqQ 

(a) * 
(b) T? Wa 
(c) 3 wTel 
(d) T? if? 

E. Select the appropriate answers to the following questions : 

1. M ~ f m ~ g f ?  (a) ~ ~ m ~ i h t f d  
(b) ?it dtmT vh l  fprdt 

2. M%wT$? (a) 3 ififir ?it 4 
(b) itit d m+i 
(c) we 
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3 .  ~ m s m q J g ?  (a) ddrym;3d 
(b) q? rns m w  
(c) * rn w 

4. ;4f@ ~ f g  d ? (a) 4% * qw* 
(b) ism ~j(it  &T n w  
(c) =rfa m Tqm 

5 .  gdif@.12al? (a) m!'f @ mvil 3 

(b) sri? m m 
(4 .ri? qf atas 
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The Structure of Modification 
in the Noun Phrase , 

Apart from a noun being modified by an adjective, a noun 
can be modified also by non-finite verbals in adjectival function. 
The two most commonly used forms are verbals in past parti- 
ciple -@ and verbals in infinitival 3. 

1. Verbals in Past Participial -?a 

e.g. q~ iiim? *pit 3q 
A country oflwith a hundred thousand population. 

i ~ d  ~ q a  ~ $ 1  an( 
The lowland full of jungles 

zhit Fmq+t a& 
The man with a hat on 

The place where potato was cultivated 
planted 

g d  +3~?  faa7 
The letter written by dad 

*d 6T) fTa~q 

The book read by me 

g~h? rYm : cooked rice 

qs1qm-h WFI : rice cooked (by someone) 
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~ i r q ~ ?  Urn : rice made to be cooked (by 

someone) 

6~? h? : educated girl 

9 2 ~  k i !  : educated girls 

+&a m : educated boy 

M w ~  T w F  : jobs which are made to be started 

~n T T ~  : jobs stal ted (by someone) 

2. Verbals in Infinitival -% 

e.g. F rn& r f i ; r t i~~  @ t 
A country oflwith a hundred thousand populatioil 

d m  53 mrf 
The lowland with jungles 

zh't 
The man who wears a hat 

The place where potato islwill be cultivated 
planted 

qrrrft ii* f d  
The letter to be written by dad 

which will 
be 

*a ~a fvm 
The book to be read by me 

which I habitually read 
which will be read by me 
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q d  : rice which will be ready being cooked 
can 

nn? which someone will cook 
is to 

d which will be/is made to be cooked 

q@ ihit : girl who reads (habituaily) 

girls who read (habitually) 

3Zft boy who reads (habitually) 

d & ~d : the road that leads to Kathmandu 

W* : the road made to be taken to go to 
Kathmandu 

PATTERN DRILLS 
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EXERCISES 

A. Tick mark the noun phrase that does not match with the 
following verbal phrase : 

1. (a) ar;sm'i 9~3 azt 
(b) a~rnr3-1 Tyq? m? 
(c) T T ~ T ~  Ga +H ~ 
(d) m ' f  TBV* 

. . . ... @hvy7m31 

2. (a) m f  snj 

(c) pi? wrt arq 
(d) @t+i mt ritmt sq 

. . .  . . .  ~ Y P T T ?  g l  

3. (a) ~ q ' f  c;r u WT 
(b) am;sr'f Y ~ T T  a 
(c). mjf 94 4- 
(d) mrmr* 5T s h  i;rh 

. . .  . . .  ma dtrs g5ga I 

4. (a) B T V ~  WTWI mW 
(b) q;nm ma 
(c) B T Y ~ S T  ~ 5 %  mJu < 

(d) BTS?=~ W T T ~  mJ' 
. . . . .  kb  7ma * I 

5.  (a) TR? qlif m? YT 

(b) TR? sra f%fky? m 
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(c) TFl? q ~ >  fTfT% W 

(d) ~ T Z >  f ~ c ?  97 

. . . . . . TIT V? <T~T $ f ~ t  3 I 

B. Match the following sets : 

C. Select th,: appropriate verbal adjectival to frame the 11ou11 
phrase with the following nouns : 

VERBAL ADJECTIVES 

1. 37p* 

2. 3* 

3.  37rry3 

4. m 
5 .  3 ~ ~ 5 %  

6 .  3 7 ~ 5 ~ )  

NOUNS 

1. * 
2. %& 

3.  m 
4. mqFr 

5. 9T 

6.  T=f# 
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D. Make your own sentences in Nepali with the noun phrases 
you have made in C using the following verb phrases : 
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Lesson 20 

I'ar ticles 

Nepali has a number of particles that are very commonly used 
to add various semantic and grammatical dimeilsions to an 

expression. The following are the important ones. 

6 q - ~ h i s  is an emphatic particle which has an inc1usi1-e 
sense like English 'also' or 'too'. e.g. 

: I am going, too. 

: I am not going, either. 

This particle is added immediately after the element sought 

to be emphasized. 

4- his parallels qfq but is exclusive in sense. There is no 
simple item in English to parallel its function. e.g. 

: T myself will go 
(i.e. I t  is I who will go) 

: I will certainly eat 

This particle in combinatiol~ with several grammatical 
elements has a coinpoui~ded form, e.g. 



Par f ides 

mn u $- i -wr i  rim+:-s+ 
@ + +--.-fi ~ i t r ~ ~  +i-~raf~+ 

rn +?---re 
m+i-Q fin +i-bi 

fRa +i-fq+ ds+i-gi 

G~+i -d i  h +i-%i 
ern+*-@ gw+i-q4 
n~q? +G-mdi 

Quite often, Nepali speakers add a 4 even to  the emphatic 
forms, thus 

Note that after 3 and 5 i remains. i.e. *, WJ 4, WJ u 

4, f ~ ?  ;;I 

3-1t is a particle used in expressions involving 'contrary to 

expectations' statements. q? occurs immediately following the 
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lexical item that falls within its scope. Like ? it is also exclu- 
sive, but i emphasizes only the element it follows, whereas q? 

emphasizes the elements that are contrary to thz element it 

follows. e.g. 

q i f qj : I myself eat beef. (Whether other people 
0 

like it or not, or eat it or not, the state- 
ment has no allusion whatsoever). 

r~ q? q?qj V T ; ~  O : (it is true that) I eat beef (but the others 
may not eat it). (implication-Do not 
conclude that because I eat beef others 
would do the same). 

P) is commonly used in narrative constructions to emphasize 
the elemect of surprise with the connotation of 'instead'. e.g., 

Tm JTTw : Ram came, it is found (i.e. some- 

one else was expected, not Ram, but 
it was Ram who came contrary to 
expectat ions). 

WTSerC1 7131 dt 3 f q ~  : The king was killed in the battle-, 
field instead, I find. 

?--1t is s particle used as a reporting device after a state- 
ment implying 'it is said that', 'it has just come to the notice 
that', 'it is believed/supposed that', etc. 

e.g . 

: It is said that he died 
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WI~XM f@ g@ ? : It is reported that there was a 
snow storm in Madison 

3 -1 w6 ? : I t  is said that he is going to 
Kathmandu 

7-7 is a particle used with verbs oilly to qualify them. It is 
usually employed in ques60ns. It questions and expresses 
surprise at the event at the same time. e.g. 

fas?m51917? : Did you really go home ? 

m m m 8 7  ? 
c# 

: Does he eat meat really ? 

~ T W T  f@ 6 7  ? : Does it really snr~w in Kathmandu ? 

a-It is a particle employed to mean 'speaking of', 'as far as.. . 
is concerned', etc. e.g. 

TT9392W : Speaking of Ram1 
As far as Ram is concerned, he did not wme 

3 5 m 0  : As far as I am concerned/, I will (certainly) g t ~  

Speaking of me 

w% my? a ; Speaking of eating1 
As far as eating goes, he did not eat 

The alternative form 51 like a can be used in the middle of a 
sentence, but unlike 3 it is never employed at the end of a 
sentence. 

e.g. TVl ?fl 3lF;r 

3mms V 

but not **-TI 
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~i!%g/?k-lt is a particle to express 'where' rhetorically. It is used 

also to express despair or dissatisfaction. e.g. 

5 as 5fti 3 ? : He is not going (i.e. I am sadldissatis- 

fied at his not going) 

w ? ~  763 9 2 ~ )  : He is not studying (i.e. I am sadldis- 

a5 T?* satisfied at his not studying) 

to mean a st~aight-forward 'where' must be used only in 
the sense of enquiring the location of something. e.g. 

f ~ ~ q  as ? : Where is the book ? 
d r  fsam 

h-A. It is a particle used to imply reiterating reminder, in- 
sistence or order for future act ion. I t  is employed with 

the imperative. e.g. 

57) Uq f~ : Tell this thing for sure. 

fq : Don't forget (this) 
or, Be sure not to forget (this). 

fi q T  fq : (you) go without fail. 

YTT W G  fq : Est rice for sure. 

Tm m)q fq : Let Ram go for sure, 
or, See to it that Rarn will go for sure. 

R. It is also used to indicate wartling, when employed 
with the future presumptive. e.g. 
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f~8Ff1 f ; ~  : Be careful, you might forget (i.e. don't 

forget). 

f&W f;T : Be careful, he might forget (i.e. let him 
not forget) 

W T ~  h : Be careful, he might eat (i.e. let him not 

eat) 

Mm fq : Be careful, I might eat (i.e. remaind me 
not to eat) 

C .  It is used also in expressions to indicate lukewarm 

acceptance. e.g. 

wh : O.K. (Don't you worry). 

qh"?;n Tq : I will do it. (Dcn't have any doubt). 

9 V I E  F% fq : I will eat (Don't you worry). 

D. It is also used to express acute pain, disgust, 01 fear. 
e.g. 

Fn'fiamr : I am almost dead with pain, oh 
mother 

-1 fq : Ouch ! The pain is unbearable 

q-7 WSTVT? $33 fq : What a terrible thing it is! 

vn* f ; ~  ~ y h  : He almost killed me (by inflict- 
ing severe pain). 

F* f~1-7 ?$a fq : oh! How abominable it is ! 
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Particles 

( i i )  ~ T T $  TFT ?/st  i 

f m  ?/f~Trt 
Tni *I76 

Wfi? $ 

32.4 

aft $I# 
nfl +/a? 
smi 4lcrr;l. 

** 
Fitst */*? 

v m m ~  +Tmfw* 
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EXERCISES 

A. M,&kc: a suitsbl3 sele2tion out of th= given particles : 

I .  m w 3 v h - -  ~ F B  0 I (a, *q, qi) 

2. mh a d a r  JT~F--?T~B;! I (a, R, 3) 

3. m? d $r ksf--ms I (4, st, a) 

B. Insert eith-r q? or cfa in the following blank spaces 
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C. Make an appropriate insertion of *q and ? in the following 
sentellces : 

D. Choose between 3 and 4 to fill the gaps below : 





(Affirmative) I. PRESENT TENSE 

I I Singular 

I I non-honorific I honorific 
- - 

I I masculine. 
-- - - -  

feminine I masculine I feminine 

rlural 

'(masculine and feminine) 

(formal honor ifio; masc., 
fem., sing. or plural) 

(formal) 
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V. FUTURF 

"a 
B 
% 
F cr 

5 

(Affirmative) 

Plural 
(masculine and 

feminine) 

@ (8") 37 

fM-pm3a 

F*~;I 

1 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

3 
i 

Singular 

aprt/qi 

M 

s a* $;i 

d m 3  k, 

s;ptr/dr m3 ST 

m 6 / ~ t  

* 

non-honor i fic honorific 

masculine 

4 m Q  

d m3 a. 

3;/d/dfwT3iar 

masculine 

med. 

*/htlfM e m. 

fem'inine 

dm%* 

3ld/* m% a 

(55) q%3 (formal) 

(Negative) 

feminine 

mm3@ 

J;R lrnqflrn 
&f% 

r"Mw3wr 

M/M/Fs;i -1% h. 

~ ' f  (85) 

M i p a i i t s t  

*/fa;ft/fM 

qh m €kq 
(55) Wi%* (formal) 
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(Affirmative) 
I 

Singular I 
non-honorific 

masculine feminine 

q ~ T Z  

d m? 

honorific I 
masculine feminine I 

Plural 
(masculine and 

m$IW (Bh) 

TT (Negative) 

~ W T $  

a' m q  fd m l y  

3; 3Tf 

g-t 7mh, fkr;if TW37 
st fs* A 





IX. FUTURE PRESUMPTIVE 

( Aff~rrnative) 

1 

i 

3 

Plural 
(mabcullne and 

fem~nrne) 

~~3 ( C ~ ) W ~ > T /  mW 

f~qT"fc5 K ~ ~ F ~ ~ / Q ~ T w  

1% ;..FIT? 

, h ,  
L 

rn Slllgular 

2 2 
% 
5 

3 $ 
2 
-2 

( 2  

2 2: 

$ 
cb 

1 

I 

non-honor1 fic 

2 

3 

I 

2 

3 5  

2 

3 
* 

honorific 

n ~ ~ s c i l l  m e  

s W ~ F T T I R T S ~  

d W a y  

5 
?rjT m7-f 
4) 

~nascullne 

fiq?. ~ K C ~ T / ? ~ T ~ T T ~  

~ $ 1  

%a r n T ?  
f TT;T~? 

feminine 

s .rn'*/-.ria 

i a ~ f ~ q  

5 

- TlGt 
g-t 

1 
feminine 

f;~qcf B ~ ~ F T " ~ / J T T ~  fm 

73 
fmf wf+q 
fa3 

mt/qf 

z<T 

s;mim/;ra~% 

* mu 

~ q t  ~ ~ i m  
st 

m:/s;t 

-3$ 

(65) VTZ~FTT (formal) 

(Negative) 

s qea/ q~iix? 

?? q~F6q 
- 
.51 

37 7~77 

st 

(C5) ~TS~TT (formal) 

A 

f3qf ~ 8 ~ * / q q n f q ~  

3 ~ 7  
fa77 7q f~q  

k;ft 

f~rif ;lr7T3Ft'J/7W78n 

33 
fm? 7 ~ m 3 .  
m 

P"(F~) ~ ~ ~ q h l ~ ~ ~  

kqb' q m / q e  

s;if 
fa;? 5~ ;rmm;~ 

fs;? 
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X. NARRATIVE 
( Affirmative) 

I Singular 
Plural 

(masr.uline and 
feminine) 

1~ non-honorific honorific 

masculine feminine 

(P> 3 q w g  ( formal ) 

(Negative ) ' 

I I( e* (F) a WTFWI 

- 

( formal ) 
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